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How to recognize when you can stop lawn mowing
Each weekend in spring, summer and
fall, millions of homeowners fire up their
mowers and cut the grass in their yards. A
few hours spent mowing the lawn can be a
great time to get some sun and some exercise in the great outdoors.
As fall gradually transitions to winter,
homeowners may wonder when to stop
mowing their lawns. Each lawn is different, and when to stop mowing may depend
on a host of factors, including local climate
and the type of turf. In addition to climate
and turf, homeowners can keep an eye on
these conditions to determine when the
time is right to put their mowers away for
the winter.
• Frost: Warm-season grasses typically go dormant after a couple of significant frosts. Homeowners can jot down each
frost during fall. Frosts are most noticeable
in the early morning hours, so be sure to
check lawn conditions each morning as
the weather begins to grow cold. Frost may
be noticeable without even going outside,
but homeowners may need to go outside to
check on chilly mornings or on days when
the previous night was especially cold.
If you must go outside, stay off the grass
to protect it. Two or three frosts might be
enough to make warm-season grasses go
dormant for the winter. Cool-season grasses may keep growing and require moving
even after a few frosts, so it’s imperative
that homeowners determine which type of

A host of factors can help homeowners determine when it’s safe to put their mowers
away for the winter.

grass is in their yards.
• Soil temperature: If it’s hard to determine if frosts have occurred, homeowners
can try checking the temperature of their
soil to decide if they need to keep mowing. The lawn care experts at Pennington
recommend homeowners continue mowing warm-season grasses so long as they
keep growing. Lawns may not grow as
quickly in fall as they do in spring or summer, and growth may not be as visible to
the naked eye during this time of year as
it is in other times. Homeowners can routinely check soil temperature to determine
if their grasses have stopped growing.
Warm-season grasses tend to stop growing
once the soil temperature is consistently
at 55 F or below, while cool-season grasses
tend to stop when temperatures are 45 F or
lower.
Falling leaves have long been a barometer used by homeowners to determine
if they need to keep mowing their lawns.
That’s not necessarily a reliable metric, as
grass can still keep growing even if leaves
have been falling for weeks. In addition, using a mulching mower when leaves begin
falling is a great way to provide the lawn
with nutrients it can use throughout the
winter. Some trees shed their leaves more
quickly than others, but it’s a good rule of
thumb that lawns will need to keep being
mowed if trees are still retaining more than
half their leaves.

Home buying process during the COVID-19 outbreak
Homeowners know that the process
of buying a home can be both exciting and
nerve wracking. The anxiety associated
with buying a home has hit new heights
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Historically low interest rates and limited inventory has made 2020 an especially
unique time to buy a home. It’s also a competitive and potentially expensive time to
buy a home.
Prospective home buyers willing to
enter the hectic fray and shop for a home
during the COVID-19 outbreak may ben-

efit from knowing what to expect as they
search for their next home.
• Get ready for virtual tours. An April
survey from the National Association of
Realtors (NAR) found that home tours had
declined sharply. While 98 percent of realtors reported taking clients on home
tours as recently as February, that number had declined to 63 percent by April.
Prospective home buyers should ready
themselves for virtual tours as opposed to
in-person home tours.
• Expect limited inventory. While

home prices are up, many people are holding onto their homes. The NAR reports that
total housing inventory at the end of May
2020 was down nearly 19 percent from the
end of May 2019. Buyers will have less inventory to choose from, so those intent on
buying may need to prioritize what they
need in a home and focus on finding properties that can fulfill those needs.
• Expect to move quickly. Realtors
have seen homes sell within days of being
listed, and that has put pressure on buyers
to move quickly. It also highlights the im-

portance of finding a home inspector before
your search begins as well as a lender who
can handle quick closings. Ask around for
recommendations, but make sure you have
these two important professionals lined up
before beginning your search. Doing so will
give you a better chance of buying in an unusual time.
• Make the best down payment you
can afford. A high down payment makes
buyers look better no matter the state of the
economy. An offer with a high down payment looks like a stronger offer.

Turning Today’s Problem Into Tomorrow’s Solution

Recycle your yard waste locally

New Hours Friday - Saturday 8:00am - 5:00pm Delivery Now Available

4901 Wynnscape, Oregon

down2earthohio.com 419-276-3275 Cash or Credit Cards Accepted

Cozy up this fall...
without bees!

Time for Lawn Grading & Repair,
Hydroseeding, and planting trees,
shrubs, and perennials!

Bees & Wasps • Spiders • Ants
Roaches • Fleas & Ticks • Mice
Squirrels • Mites & More

419-344-2025
Northwood, OH
Serving Northwest Ohio

Bed Bug
Specialist

Thermo-Force Exterminators
Pest Control Services • Licensed & Insured
Residential & commercial spray contracts available

Give us a call!
419-698-LAWN
lawncareoregon.com
Senior/Military Discount
Available
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Working remotely

Must-haves for a comfortable, efficient home office

Various
factors can
make home
offices
more conducive to
getting
work done,
and help
people
be more
productive
while working from
home.

“

But natural light can
help save on
energy costs
and boost mood.

“

Remote work has been around for
many years, though it certainly picked up
steam in 2020. In an effort to prevent the
spread of the novel coronavirus COVID-19,
in March 2020 government officials implemented stay-at-home measures that mandated many working professionals to begin
working from home. That transition occurred seemingly overnight, forcing men
and women to find somewhere in their
homes to work.
As the dust settled and working professionals grew accustomed to working from
home, many recognized the need to have
an office in their homes. Various factors can
make home offices more conducive to getting work done, and the following are some
home office must-haves that can help people be more productive while working from
home.
Lighting – Lighting is important in a
home office. It’s easy to overlook natural
light, especially for workers who previously worked in offices that did not have
windows. But natural light can help save
on energy costs and boost mood. In fact,
natural light is a valued commodity for
people used to working in office settings.
A 2018 survey of more than 1,600
workers conducted by the human resources advisory firm Future Workplace found
that access to natural light and views of
the outdoors were the most sought-after
attribute of a workplace environment. In
addition, 47 percent of workers surveyed
admitted they felt tired or very tired from
the absence of natural light or a window
at their office. When designing their home
offices, homeowners should keep this in
mind and choose areas of their homes that
get ample natural light during a typical
workday.
Additional lighting also will be necessary. Recessed lighting can give an office a
sleek look, and lights that can dim can allow workers to adjust their lighting based
on how much they need at any given point
in the workday.

Quiet – Professionals forced to work
at home when social distancing measures
were implemented may not have had much

Heat Your Home
For Less!

with renewable resources

Central Boiler Dealership
•Outdoor Wood Furnaces
•Outdoor Corn & Wood
• Pellet Furnaces

• Sales
• Service
• Installation
• Parts
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B & B Woodburner, LLC
20533 Bradner Rd.
Luckey, OH
419-466-6200

Our self storage
facility is totally fenced
with electronic gate
and cameras.

4961 Wynnscape Drive
Oregon, OH.

Call 419-691-5000

Get your Garage Door in top
Working order Before Winter!

TRUCK OR MACHINERY
CLUTTERING YOUR DRIVE?
ƌŝŶŐŝƚŝŶƚŽƵƌƟĐĞƵƚŽWĂƌƚƐ͘
&KZ>>hdK
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tĞŽīĞƌƋƵĂůŝƚǇŶĞǁĂŶĚ
ƵƐĞĚĂƵƚŽƉĂƌƚƐ͘/ĨǁĞĚŽŶ͛ƚ
ŚĂǀĞŝƚ͕ǁĞĐĂŶĮŶĚŝƚ͊
Tires •ĂƩĞƌŝĞƐ
ŶŐŝŶĞƐ• Transmissions
And Much More

Call or visit our showroom

Fall Tune Up Special
Service & Lube Residential
Garage Door & Opener
Mention ad when calling

OLD CAR

Located between
SR 579 and
ƵƌƟĐĞͲtZĚ͕͘
we have been
family owned
and operated
ƐŝŶĐĞϭϵϵϱ͘

Electrical outlets – Recently built
homes tend to be equipped with enough
outlets to accommodate our increasingly
connected lifestyles. But older homes may
need some electrical updates before they
can capably accommodate home offices.
When updating your electrical, replace existing outlets and fixtures with energy-efficient LED fixtures, which save money and
benefit the environment. Before updating
the electrical, decide on how you want the
office to be laid out so you can have outlets installed where your computer, devices
and other items, like a printer and television, will be. This makes it easy to hide
cords and give the office a clean look.
Home office capabilities became a big
priority in 2020. Designing such spaces can
be fun and easy.

10’ x 20’
$90/mo. +Tax

We Finance

WE ARE
LOCAL!

quiet, especially for those with young children whose schools were closed. But when
designing a home office, homeowners have
the chance to make their offices more conducive to concentration. Soundproofing
walls may not be necessary, but look for
areas of the home that don’t get much foot
traffic.
Kitchens are very popular rooms in
many homes, so try to locate your home
office away from the kitchen. A spare bedroom upstairs may make for the most ideal
home office setting if the home does not
have a traditional den. Spare bedrooms
come with doors, which can instantly create a sense of quiet when closed. A converted garage also can make for a useful home
office, but make sure the room already has
cooling and heating and, ideally, windows.

tWzdKW
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pick it up for
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Curtice
C
ti
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ϲϴϰϬE͘'ĞŶŽĂůĂǇĞŶƚĞƌZĚ͘
ƵƌƟĐĞ͕K,ϰϯϰϭϮ
ϰϭϵͲϴϯϲͲϴϵϬϬͮDŽŶĚĂǇͲ&ƌŝĚĂǇϵͲϱ

$75.00

+ any parts needed

expires 10/31/20

10% OFF

Current
List
Price

Residential Garage Door or Opener Installation
Mention ad when calling

must order by 10/31/20

Your local garage door specialists

Northwood Door, LLC
30733 Drouillard Road
Walbridge 419-666-4666
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Signs your gutters are in need of repair

How older drivers
can approach vehicle
maintenance safely

Fall is a great time to tackle projects
around the house. The weather each fall allows homeowners to make improvements
to their homes’ exteriors without worrying
about extreme heat or cold, while interior
projects like painting are made easier because homeowners can open the windows
to allow for proper ventilation.
Fall also marks a great time to prepare
for upcoming projects that can make winter work that much easier. For example, fall
is a great time to take stock of your gutters
so you can address any issues before leaves
begin to fall or the first snowstorm touches
down. Compromised gutters can contribute
to water issues in basements and adversely
affect a home’s foundation if not addressed
immediately, so it behooves homeowners to
learn the signs that gutters are in need of
repair or replacement.
• Gutters hanging off the home:
Gutters were once installed predominantly
with spikes. However, many industry professionals now install gutters with hanger
brackets. Why the change? Spikes loosen
over time, leading to the gutters hanging
off the home. That can contribute to serious
issues if left untreated. Gutters hanging off
the home need not necessarily be replaced,
but rather secured to the home, ideally with
hanger brackets instead of spikes. Brackets
hook into the front of the gutter and are then
screwed into the fascia of a home. A professional who specializes in gutter repair can
perform this task relatively quickly, and it’s
an inexpensive yet highly effective solution.
• Gutter separation: Gutters that are no
longer fastened together can leak and contribute to issues that affect the home’s foundation, siding and appearance. Clogs and
the accumulation of debris can cause gutters
to separate because they are not designed
to hold too much weight. Replacement of
separated gutters may or may not be necessary depending on how big the problem is
and the condition of the existing gutters. If
replacement is not necessary, separated gutters may be remedied by securing the joints,

Seniors can take additional measures to ensure they stay safe while
having their vehicles serviced.
• Inquire about safety measures.
Before booking vehicle maintenance
appointments, call the dealership or
body shop to determine what’s being
done to keep everyone safe. Are vehicle interiors being sprayed with disinfectant before and after maintenance
appointments? Are employees wearing
masks each day? Are employees being
checked for COVID-19 symptoms before each shift? These are some of the
simple yet effective measures many
dealerships and body shops are taking
to ensure the safety of their customers.
• Ask about pickup service. Some
communities that have reopened are
encouraging high-risk segments of the
population to adhere to stay-at-home
measures. Elderly men and women are
still vulnerable to COVID-19 even if
the number of reported cases in their
towns has decreased. Pickup service,
in which a service shop employee
will come pick up and then drop off a
customer’s car once the work is done,
can be a great way for elderly drivers
to have their vehicles serviced without
going out in public. Even if pickup is
not policy, ask if it’s possible and request that your vehicle be disinfected
upon being returned. If pickup is not
an option, ask a younger friend or family member to drive your car in for
maintenance in your place.
• Only visit safe facilities. Elderly
drivers who must visit a dealership or
body shop in person should confirm
that waiting rooms feature socially distant seating. If possible, drop the car
off and then go for a walk or find somewhere safe off the premises to read a
book or listen to music while the work
is being done.

PASCHAL BIHN & SONS EXCAVATING
ALL YOUR EXCAVATION NEEDS

*TOPSOIL & STONE
*Sitework •Parking lots •Demolition & Ponds

QUALITY PRODUCTS, REASONABLE PRICE - FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES!

419-693-8845 - 1770 Drouillard Rd. - Oregon, OH 43616

Whether you’re buying, selling,
or need some extra help, we’ve
got space for you.

another relatively simple and inexpensive
fix.
• Peeling exterior paint: Paint that appears to be peeling off of your home may
indicate that water is seeping over the edge
of the gutter closest to your home. When
that happens, water is coming down the
side of the house, causing the paint to peel.
In such instances, replacing the gutters is
often necessary.
• Basement flooding: Not all signs of

deteriorating gutters are outside a home.
Many a homeowner has been flummoxed
by flooding in their basements, and such
flooding can be caused by aging, ineffective
gutters. That’s because deteriorating gutters sometimes allow water to leak near the
foundation of a home, contributing to basement flooding.
Fall is an ideal time to inspect gutters
and have any issues fixed before leaves begin to fall or harsh winter weather arrives.

Tired of Shopping
Around for the
Right Mechanic?

Call 419-836-2221
or 1-800-300-6158
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It behooves
homeowners to
learn the
signs that
gutters
are in
need of
repair or
replacement.

Since 1972

Metro • Suburban • Explore

PublicaƟons serving Lucas, OƩawa, Sandusky and Wood CounƟes

Box 169, 1550 Woodville Rd. Millbury, OH 43447

Ernie’s Pest Control
a division of Great Lakes Maintenance

We take care of:

Yellow Jackets • Hornets
Spiders • Stinging Insects
And Bed Bugs!
Ecological & Environmentally Friendly
Over 50 Years Experience

419-698-1015 • 419-708-3716
5549 Woodville Rd.
Northwood

Give us an
opportunity to
earn your business!

New Customers,
Save 10% Off
Any Service

Value up to $20. Price applies
to labor only; excludes parts.
Call for details.

Free Written Estimates
All Work Guaranteed
Honest & Professional Service
Tires • Batteries • Alignments
Tune-Ups • Mufflers & Exhaust
Computer Diagnostics
Complete Auto Repair

BEARCLAWS
Tire-Auto & Light Truck Service LLC
419-696-0001
Mon.-Thurs. 8-6, Fri. 8-5
5601 Woodville Rd.
Northwood
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Removing mildew from home’s exterior
Homeowners want their residences to
look inviting inside and out. Part of keeping an attractive property involves addressing issues that can compromise not only
the appearance of a home, but even its integrity.
People who live in regions with high
humidity may find their homes are vulnerable to exterior mildew growth. Mildew is
a kind of mold. Molds include all species of
microscopic fungi that grow in the form of
hyphae, which are multicellular filaments,
according to the Environmental Protection
Agency. Mold thrives on any organic matter and surfaces with moisture management problems. Mildew, in particular, lives
on shower walls, windowsills and other
places where moisture levels are high.
Mildew also can grow on home siding as
well as fences and other exterior structures.
While typically gray or white, mildew can
be various colors.
Experts recommend various cleansers
to help combat the issue of mildew on a
home. One of the first products that homeowners tend to reach for is sodium hypochlorite, which is a standard bleach used
in laundry and pool sanitation. While sodium hypochlorite seems to make mildew
vanish, those at “This Old House” say that
chlorine evaporates too quickly to get to
mildew’s roots on porous surfaces, such
as wood or vinyl siding. Bleach also can
stain clothing and damage foliage around
the house. Hydrogen peroxide, or oxygen
bleach, is less volatile, will not affect foliage and can clean mildew, algae and dirt on
and below the surface.
Trisodium phosphate is another effective cleanser. Commonly known as TSP, it
often succeeds where other solutions fail in
regard to stubborn stains and mildew. TSP
also works well on various exterior surfaces. TSP needs to be used with extreme caution. When using TSP, wear long sleeves,
gloves, goggles, and a respiratory mask,
says “Today’s Homeowner.” The product
also requires adequate ventilation. There
also are some environmental concerns, as
TSP can damage foliage. In addition, if the

We Co
me
To You
!!

Mildew
also
can grow
on home
siding as
well as
fences and
other
exterior
structures.
product ends up in lakes and streams, it
can trigger an overgrowth of algae that results in the depletion of oxygen levels in
the water. Eco-conscious homeowners may
want to try oxy cleansers before TSP.
Mildew shies away from bright sunlight, so it tends to grow on the north side
of homes. Removing trees or other foliage
that can further block sunlight to areas
of the house can help eradicate mildew

Eavestrough Cleaning
Powerwashing

Pool Closings

Plumbing • Painting
Electrical • Much More

Call Early To Get On The List!

Pool Supplies & Equipment
Liner Replacement • Pool Service
POOL SIDE DELIVERY

Call 419-693-1800
TO MEET ALL YOUR POOL &
SWIMMING NEEDS!

L

Lighthouse

Residential and Commercial Services, LLC
C
Jay Hellwig • Proprietor
18
e
e
419-250-6009
Fr s
Estimate
18909 W. SR 51 • Elmore

The Largest
Lawnmower Tire Inventory
in Northwest Ohio
Full Service Mechanical Facility
Auto • Farm • Truck

Electrical • Tune-Ups • Suspension
Brakes • Batteries • Oil Changes
...and tires

Basements may not be go-to hangouts during spring, summer and early
fall, when many homeowners spend
more time on their patios and decks
enjoying the great outdoors. But as
cooler weather approaches and the
great outdoors becomes less welcoming, basements once again become
popular places to relax and spend time
with loved ones.
That’s why fall is such an ideal
time to address mold issues in a basement. According to WebMD, exposure
to mold can irritate a person’s eyes,
nose, throat and lungs. That’s true
whether a person is allergic to mold or
not. Even people who are merely sensitive to mold can experience sneezing
and runny nose, and some may even
develop red eyes and skin rash if exposed to mold.
Reactions are much more severe
for people with mold allergies, who
may experience shortness of breath or
suffer from asthma attacks if exposed
to mold.
Molds require moisture to grow,
and basements may provide ideal
growing conditions for mold. Mold
spores cannot grow without moisture,
so dehumidifiers can help homeowners effectively reduce the risk of mold
growth in their basements.
WebMD advises homeowners
keep indoor humidity levels, which
can be measured with an inexpensive
instrument known as a hygrometer, below 60 percent. In lieu of wall-to-wall
carpeting in basements, install concrete floors and area rugs to make mold
growth less likely. Basement floors
also should be routinely inspected
for leaks, as leaks can promote mold
growth. Address leaks promptly if any
are found.

It’s time to schedule your
Fall Yard Clean-Up!

HELLE POOLS

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • DELIVERY

growth and stop it before it starts. Another
tactic is to clean out gutters regularly and
thoroughly to reduce moisture and to prevent decomposing debris from running
over the edge of the gutters. This runoff can
drip down the home’s siding and spread
the mildew to other areas.
Mildew can be problematic any time
of year. Clean up mildew when the weather
cools down to spruce up the look of a home.

Reduce humidity
to reduce mold
in basements

Buy from Local
Independent Merchants!
• Personalized Service
• Money Stays in the Area

Tri County Tire, Inc.
7511 Jerusalem Road, State Route 2, Oregon
419-836-7788
www.tricountytire.com Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-12

Baker’s
Collision
Center
Professional Results • Satisfaction Guaranteed
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR FACILITY
• Unibody/Frame Specialist
• BASF Certiﬁed Paint Technicians
• We Work with ALL Insurance Companies
Companies

Free Computerized Estimates
No Rental, No Problem
Baker’s has FREE Loaner Cars or Rentals Available
Owner
Ron Baker

Since 1987

Baker’s Collision Center

Manager
Dave Downes

2234 Navarre Ave., Oregon • 419-698-4450
Northwest Ohio’s Premier Collision Repair Center
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Establish winter
animal habitats
Preparing a property for winter
involves putting away lawn furniture,
raking leaves and removing any annual plants that have shriveled up and
spent the last of their energy. It can be
tempting to want to clean up completely and leave a blank slate in the yard.
But by doing so, you may be robbing
wildlife of the resources they need to
overwinter.
The nature and conservation resource, “In Habitat” says plants and
animals depend on one another to survive. During the winter, animals may
struggle to find adequate shelter and
food, especially when there is a lack
of sufficient plant matter available. In
turn, these animals may actually take
up home in people’s residences, turning into pests in the process.
Homeowners concerned about potential pest infestations can take steps
to ensure animals have places to bed
down and escape the cold in their
yards this winter.
• Leave parts of the yard wild.
Animals can make a nest in leaves or
piles of brushwood. Just make sure
piles left out are away from the home
so critters don’t try to get inside.
• Consider planting animal food
sources prior to winter. Plants like elderberry, holly, mulberry, sumac, and crab
apple will grow in colder months and
animals can enjoy them as a food staple.
• Don’t forget water sources.
Provide access to fresh water and replace as needed if the water freezes.
• Leave bird, squirrel or bat houses
in the yard. This is a fun and crafty project that can ward off winter boredom.

Have car trouble? Check the fuse box
Modern automobiles are technological
marvels that rely on electrical components
more than ever before. According to “The
Family Handyman,” vehicles have 40 or
more fuses grouped in two or more places.
Just like fuses in a home’s electrical
panel, automotive fuses stop excessive current flow that can overheat circuits, damage equipment or cause fires. Any electrical component in a vehicle, such as the
radio or headlights, are tied to a fuse. When
something goes awry with automotive electrical components, drivers may be quick to
believe the components themselves or even
the car’s battery or alternator are to blame.
Mechanics say that it’s entirely possible
that a blown fuse is the cause of the problem. Simply checking and/or replacing the
fuse can alleviate the issue.
Finding the fuses
The location of the fuse box depends
on the make and model of the vehicle.
Drivers should consult their owner’s manual to learn where the fuse boxes are located. Some vehicles have two fuse boxes
that serve different purposes. Engine compartment fuse boxes protect certain engine
components, including the anti-lock brake
pump. Fuses inside or beneath the dashboard may protect dome lights or the air
conditioning system.
According to How a Car Works, the
individual fuses in the box are typically
numbered. That makes it easier for drivers
to determine which vehicle components
aren’t working. If the fuses are not numbered, then it’s a matter of removing fuses
to see which circuits stop working to help
narrow down the issue.
Replacing fuses
Vehicles may have different types of
fuses. It’s important to know which ones

When something goes awry with automotive electrical components, drivers may be
quick to believe the components themselves or even the car’s battery or alternator
are to blame. Mechanics say that it’s entirely possible that a blown fuse is the cause
of the problem.
are in the car so you can get the right replacement.
“Blade” fuses are common and have a
conductive horseshoe-shaped metal strip
that runs through an outer plastic housing.
If the metal strip appears broken, the fuse is
no good.
Cylindrical glass fuses are found in
some cars. They’re also known as “Buss”
fuses. If the metal strip that runs down the
center is broken, the fuse needs to be replaced.
Older European cars have ceramic
fuses built with an outer copper conductive surface. The narrow part of the copper

piece breaks in the middle when the fuse
blows.
Regardless of their design, fuses will be
clearly labeled with their ampere ratings,
according to CarID. Physically remove the
fuse using a small, specially shaped fuse
puller tool that may be included inside the
fuse box. Replace the fuse with one of the
same amperage by gently pushing it into
place.
If the new fuse blows relatively quickly after replacement, or multiple fuses blow
at one time, a larger current issue may be
the problem. Consult a mechanic in this instance.

No Free Stuff
(Gimmicks)
Just the BEST Deal going
on only what you need
Dave Jaeger
Expert Mechanical & Electrical Repair

AMERICAN ENTERPRISES

5508 Navarre

Licensed Contractor in:
• Heating • Hydronics • Air Conditioning • Plumbing
Services Include
• Free Estimate on Replacements • Heating • Hydronics
• Water Heaters • Boilers and Treatment
• Duct Cleaning • Preventive Maintenance • Service Repairs
Full Time Parts Department in Northwood
Heating & Air Conditioning
5523 Woodville Rd., Northwood
419-693-3220 • 866-374-5050 Toll Free
State License #21395

531 Lime Rd., Woodville • 419-849-2001
2011 E. State Rd., Port Clinton • 419-960-4328

Check us out on Facebook
at The Press Newspapers

Look No Further
For Local News
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How to maintain
a car that is
rarely driven

Buyers in the market
for new automobiles
may be surprised
by some of these
innovations that have
changed driving.

Tech that makes it easier to take to the road
Gadgets and cars have seemingly always had a symbiotic relationship. As cars
have evolved, so, too, have the gadgets that
make driving more enjoyable.
The connection between cars and gadgets has become even stronger in recent decades, a time marked by rapid technological
advancements and one in which car buyers
increasingly look for tech-friendly cars and
trucks. Buyers in the market for new automobiles may be surprised by some of these
innovations that have changed driving.
• Remote start: No one enjoys enduring frigid winter mornings or suffocating
summer heat as they sit in their cars waiting for their engines to warm up or for
their windshields to defrost. Innovation
has made such unpleasantries a thing of
the past thanks to remote start technology,
which allows drivers to use their smartphones to start their vehicles from inside
their homes.

• Bluetooth connectivity: Bluetooth
connectivity has been around for years,
and this advancement has made staying
connected while behind the wheel more
convenient and safer. All it takes is connecting your smartphone to your vehicle’s
Bluetooth. Once that connection is made,
drivers can play music, accept phone calls
and even receive text messages while keeping their hands on the wheel and their eyes
on the road the entire time.
• Self-parking: Drivers who never
mastered the art of parallel parking need
not avoid cities any longer. Some cars now
come with self-parking features that drivers
simply turn on. Once the feature is enabled,
the car will parallel park itself.
• Blindspot monitoring: Aging drivers
who haven’t purchased a new car in a while
but are in the market may be thrilled to
learn that blindspots have become a thing
of the past. Blindspot monitoring systems

alert drivers of approaching cars via a light
on their sideview mirrors and/or a sound
as drivers attempt to change lanes. This
can make it easier for aging drivers with
flexibility issues to avoid accidents when
changing lanes. Anti-collision warning systems operate in a similar fashion, alerting
motorists, and potentially even applying
the brakes, if the system suspects the car is
about to hit something.
• Massaging seats: Many tech products
in vehicles are designed to make driving
safer, while others are all about comfort.
Massaging seats falls into the latter category. Such seats make it easy for drivers
who like long road trips to get through trips
without succumbing to the aches and pains
that can develop when sitting behind the
wheel for long stretches.
Modern vehicles are technological
marvels that can make taking to the open
road easier and more enjoyable than ever.
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Driving habits changed significantly in 2020. The outbreak of the novel
coronavirus COVID-19 forced many
professionals to work from home fulltime. Stay-at-home measures greatly
limited how much people would travel. Drivers can take these steps to ensure their vehicles stay in shape even
as they’re staying in the driveway.
• Adhere to recommended maintenance schedules. Auto manufacturers typically recommend maintenance
schedules based on the number of
miles a car is driven or the length of
time since its most recent maintenance
appointment. “Whichever comes first”
may be recommended for fluid changes
and routine tuneups. Even if a car has
barely hit the road in recent months,
its fluids, such as oil, are still aging and
still need to be replaced.
• Turn the car on every so often.
Turning the car on, even if you only intend to let it sit idle in the driveway,
keeps the vehicle components lubricated by allowing fluids to cycle their
way through the engine. Turning the
car on also ensures the battery stays
fresh and doesn’t die.
• Disconnect the battery if necessary. Drivers who own two vehicles or
families who have only been using the
family car in recent months can disconnect the batteries from their unused vehicles to prevent corrosion. Corrosion
decreases battery life and performance.
If drivers notice a white, green or blue
covering around the battery terminals,
posts or cables, corrosion is likely the
culprit and the battery will need to be
replaced.
• Take the car for a spin. Of
course, driving a vehicle every so often is a great way to keep it running
strong.
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