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An inviting refuge

How color can make your house a colorful haven
Home improvement projects require
substantial financial investment. But just
because a homeowner wants to bring a
fresh look indoors doesn't mean he or she
has to break the bank along the way.
Living rooms are some of the most frequently used spaces in a home, and they
can use an update from time to time to stay
on trend or to make the area more functional for a changing family dynamic. Here are
some budget-friendly ideas for breathing
new life into living room designs.
• Establish the budget. Homeowners
should figure out how many dollars they
can designate to a living room makeover before purchasing supplies or hiring out the
work. Figure out the scope of the remodel,
visit stores or suppliers to price out materials, get estimates from contractors, and
then plan for some unforseen circumstances along the way to determine if this type of
renovation is affordable. If not, scale things
back until the project more closely aligns
with your budget.
• Change the paint color. Lighter and
brighter colors are on trend. A can or two of
paint can do wonders for updating a space
without a large financial commitment. Pair
that new paint color with new window
coverings and complementary throw pillows to pull the theme together with minimal expense.
• Update the flooring. Tired, outdated
carpeting or other flooring can use an overhaul. While solid hardwood flooring may
be preferable, there are many types of laminate flooring that mimic the looks of popular wood colors and styles for a fraction of
the cost. Plus, many are sold at home improvement retailers and even at warehouse
clubs or online for reasonable prices. Laminate flooring also may be a potential DIY
job for a skilled homeowner, saving even
more money.
• Introduce a fireplace. Fireplaces were

Incorporating
colors inspired
by simplicity and
serenity can
create spaces
that transform
the home into
a soothing and
comfortable
space. (HGTV
Home by Sherwin
Williams)
once hot commodities, but that popularity
waned in the 1970s and 1980s. Homeowners with chimneys may discover a fireplace
was boarded over and the bare bones still
exist that can be renovated to bring back
character. There also are ventless freestanding units that are quite affordable that can
mimic the look of a built-in fireplace.
• Reupholster instead of replace furniture. There's no need to throw away qual-

ity furniture if the fabric is the only thing
impeding design. New upholstery or even a
slipcover can update designs.
• Conquer clutter. Rather than adding
something to the living room, remove clutter to give the room a more airy feel. This
can instantly change the look of the room.
Use cord covers to tame plugs for electronics and remove unnecessary furniture from
the room.

• Improve lighting. Another easy and
often inexpensive fix is to change lighting
fixtures, including using brighter, more
energy efficient LED bulbs, and to assess
lighting needs to eliminate dark corners of
rooms that can make the space seem drab.
Living room spaces in need of an update often can benefit from improvements
that go easy on the wallet.

NOW OPEN!

ZEMNICKI
GREENHOUSE

Customer Appreciation Days
May 14 & 15, 2022
• Flowers • Vegetable Plants
• Hanging Baskets • Pots
• many more items
Hours:
Weekdays 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

3220 Brown Rd., Oregon, OH
419-693-8230

Bob’s Home Service Heating & Cooling
419-243-6115 • 3401 Woodville Rd., Northwood
www.bobshomeservicehvac.com

Furnace or A/C
Check $79.95

24 Hour Service
License #19337

Furnace & A/C
Check $99.95

Bob’s Home Service Heating & Cooling

Bob’s Home Service Heating & Cooling

Except freon & parts. Temp must be 68Ç or higher. Must be presented
at the time of service. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 6/30/22

Except freon & parts. Temp must be 68Ç or higher. Must be presented
at the time of service. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 6/30/22

THE PRESS

The Press

MAY 16, 2022

Home, Yard and Garden

Five tips for gardening with children
After months of cool weather, the
spring likely has the whole family eager to
dive into outdoor activities. This year, as
you begin tackling the garden, find ways to
get the youngest family members in on the
action, too.
Not only is gardening an activity you
can enjoy together, there are numerous
ways to incorporate age-appropriate, teachable moments from counting and colors to
responsible care of living things.
Creating a positive first experience
with gardening can start with this simple
advice:
• Dedicate a spot for a junior garden,
which allows you to instill a sense of pride
and ownership in the little gardener while
protecting your own garden areas from
ambitious young hands.
• Provide appropriate tools in child
sizes. Just as you would teach a child the
finer points of baseball using a bat and
glove, demonstrate the joys of gardening
with tools such as a rake, hoe and trowel,
all of which can be found in sizes more
manageable for little helpers.
• Let the kids choose what to plant.
Whether flowers or food plants, allow children to make their own decisions (within
reason) about what they would like to
grow. This can help them engage in the
magic of watching items they selected
emerge from the ground and grow into
their finished forms.
• Encourage exposure to unfamiliar
plants that entice the senses with appealing smells and flavors. Herbs such as
chives, mint and basil are good choices, or
consider edible flowers such as pansies or
violets.
• Set an example for your child to
imitate by giving regular and proper care
to your own garden.
Remember to bring the lesson full
circle by enjoying the bounty of your garden together, whether it’s a small hand-cut
bouquet or a meal featuring your child’s
fresh-grown produce.

Clever storage
ideas for
small spaces
No matter how cramped and
cluttered your living space may be,
you can almost always find a spot or
two for extra storage.
Consider these simple ideas:
Kitchen
• Metal rods with hanging hooks
can create storage space on your blank
walls.
• Magnetic strips mounted on the
wall or the inside of a cabinet door can
be a simple way to hang knives.
• If your countertop is cluttered
with small spice containers and oil
bottles, elevate them with a decorative
cake stand.
• If you’re using prime cabinet
space for items you only use once
a year, consider storing them in the
basement or a closet instead.
Bathroom
• Instead of hanging just one towel
bar on the back of the bathroom door,
hang multiple.
• A three-tiered fruit basket is a
handy way to store bathroom essentials
right beside the sink.
• Flour and sugar canisters can
also be repurposed in the bathroom
to keep makeup, toiletries, cleaning
supplies and soaps contained.
Bedroom
• Nix those nightstands and hang
small shelves on either side of the bed.
• Rolling bins that fit under the
bed are perfect for storing items.
• Double hanging rods in closets.
Find more ideas to maximize your
space at eLivingtoday.com.

Dedicate a spot in your yard for a junior garden, where a little gardener can choose
their own plants. (Photo courtesy of Unsplash)

Spring Has Sprung!
And so have the Bugs!

Ants

B3

Roaches

Wasps

Spiders • Ants • Roaches
Fleas & Ticks
Mites & More
Northwood, OH
Serving Northwest Ohio

T.F.E.

Spiders

Bed Bug
Specialist

419-344-2025

Pest Control Services

Licensed & Insured
Residential & commercial spray contracts available

Everyone’s insurance
needs are different. And
I’m here to help you find
the coverage you need
with the savings you
deserve. That way, you
can have peace of mind
knowing that
everything from your
car to your identity is
protected. Contact me
today to learn more.

you’re not like
everyone else
your insurance
shouldn’t be either
Edward Kolanko
419-691-1200
3016 Navarre Avenue
Oregon, OH
ekolanko@allstate.com
allstate.com/ekolanko

Call or stop by for a
free quote.

Get a FREE Keypad when you purchase a
WIFI compatible Genie Garage Door Opener
$59.00 Value

We also Repair & Replace:

Garage Doors • Electronic Openers • Springs • Cables • Weather Seals
Keypads & Remotes • Rollers

Spring Savings on Springs!

Single Spring $249 • Double Spring $329

15555021

Dick’s Automatic Door

Savings vary. In most states, prices vary based on how you buy. Subject to terms,
conditions & availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co., Allstate Property and
Casualty Ins. Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Ins. Co. & affiliates: 2775 Sanders
Rd Northbrook IL 60062. © 2021 Allstate Insurance Co.

1535 Woodville Rd. | Millbury, OH
419-472-2100 | www.dicksdoor.com

B4

THE PRESS

MAY 16, 2022

Home, Yard and Garden

The Press

Having a safe place in the garden for your pets
If you have pets that enjoy spending
time outdoors, it’s important to make sure
your yard is a safe place for them to be.
Consider these hazards that can negatively impact the well-being of your furry
friends.
Poisonous Plants - Some common
plants can be dangerous for animals, causing anything from mild oral irritations and
upset stomachs to cardiovascular damage and even death. For example, these
are some of the toxic plants the American
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (ASPCA) has identified as harmful for either cats or dogs:
• Aloe can cause vomiting, diarrhea,
tremors, anorexia and depression.
• Azalea can cause vomiting, diarrhea,
hypersalivation, weakness, coma, cardiovascular collapse and death.
• Burning bush can cause vomiting,
diarrhea, abdominal pain and weakness,
as well as heart rhythm abnormalities with
large doses.
• Caladium can cause burning and irritation of the mouth, tongue and lips, excessive drooling, vomiting and difficulty
swallowing.
• Daylilies can cause kidney failure in
cats.
• Hibiscus can cause vomiting, diarrhea, nausea and anorexia.
Mulch and compost - The decomposing elements that make compost good can
be bad for pets, according to the National
Garden Society. Keep compost in a secure
container or fenced off area so pets can’t
get to it. Cocoa mulch can be a particular
problem for dogs. A byproduct of chocolate
production, cocoa mulch can cause digestive problems and even seizures in dogs.
Shredded pine or cedar mulch is a safer
choice.
Fertilizer and insecticides - The
chemicals used to get rid of pests or make
your lawn lush can be toxic to pets. Some
of the most dangerous pesticides include
snail bait with metaldehyde, fly bait with

In addition to using appropriate flea and tick prevention methods such as collars and sprays, make sure your yard isn’t a
welcoming environment for these pests. (Photo courtesy of Unsplash)
methomyl, systemic insecticides with disyston or disulfoton, mole or gopher bait
with zinc phosphide and most forms of rat
poison, according to the ASPCA. Follow all
instructions carefully, and store pesticides
and fertilizers in a secure area out of the
reach of animals.

See Us for Spring Flowers
& Plants!
•Hanging Baskets
• Planters
Seed Potatoes • Onion Sets
• Sweet Onion Plants
• Vegetable and
Flower Plants

Fleas and ticks - In addition to using
appropriate flea and tick prevention methods such as collars and sprays, make sure
your yard isn’t a welcoming environment
for these pests. Keep the lawn trimmed and
remove brush and detritus, where fleas and
ticks often lurk. Fleas can cause hair loss,

scabs, excessive scratching, tapeworms and
anemia. Ticks can do all of that, plus bring
you and your family in contact with diseases like Rocky Mountain spotted fever and
Lyme disease.
Find more tips for keeping pets safe in
your yard at eLivingtoday.com.
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Backyard garden

Pollinators are an important part of every garden

A/C

“

Pollinators are
make-or-break
components of
large-scale
agriculture, and
they’re just as
important in private
home gardens.

“

A thriving backyard garden requires
homeowners to take steps to ensure the garden has the best environment in which to
grow and thrive.
The right tools and components, including trowels, rakes, soil, amendments,
and fertilizer, can help gardeners create
beautiful spaces. It’s also important that
pollinators are made to feel welcome in the
garden. The United States Department of
Agriculture reports that one-third of all agricultural output depends on pollinators.
The USDA notes that insects and other animal pollinators are vital to the production
of healthy crops for food, fibers, edible oils,
medicines and other products. Pollinators
also are essential for maintaining habitats
and ecosystems that many wild animals
rely on for food and shelter.
The U.S. Forest Service says that, without pollinators, the human race and all of
the earth’s terrestrial ecosystems would not
survive. Pollination done the natural way
often yields large, flavorful fruits.
Pollinators are make-or-break components of large-scale agriculture, and they’re
just as important in private home gardens.
The Pollinator Partnership, an organization
that works to protect pollinators and their
habitats across North America, says pollinators include bees, butterflies, beetles,
birds, and bats. These animals travel from
plant to plant carrying pollen on their bodies. The following are some ways to maintain healthy pollinator habitats.
• Consider the soil and types of plants
that will thrive in it before choosing what
to plant. Fix drainage issues and plant with
sunlight in mind.
• Vary the colors and shapes of plants
to attract a greater array of pollinators.
Plant flowers close to vegetable gardens to
attract pollinators.
• Group plants together when planting
to more effectively attract pollinators.
• Select plants that flower at different
times of the year so that nectar and pollen
sources are available year-round.

A/C

• Whenever possible, choose native
plants.
• Avoid the use of pesticides.
• Provide a water source for pollinators, such as a shallow dish with stones halfsubmerged for perching. Pollinators are
important for gardens, whether those gardens are commercial operations or small
backyard plots. Allow pollinators to share
spaces and be mindful of behaviors that
can threaten their survival.

The USDA notes that insects and
other animal pollinators are vital to the
production of healthy crops for food,
fibers, edible oils, medicines,
and other products.
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Tree Talk

Four tips for planting trees in your backyard
Trees are virtually everywhere you
turn, from your own backyard to nearby
parks and forests where you enjoy hiking.
They provide shade and beauty, and some
even bear fruit. Beyond all the immediate
benefits, you may be surprised to discover
trees are also a critical key to the future.
These facts and tips from the book,
“Now is the Time for Trees” offer practical
insight on the importance of trees and how
to nurture one from selection to planting
and beyond.
A compelling and ever-growing body
of evidence generated by scientists, health
care professionals, conservationists, humanitarians and both public and private
corporations supports the critical importance of trees and their impact on the human condition. Trees filter pollutants out
of the air and water and provide protection
for people and communities from dangerous heat and flooding. They lower urban
temperatures, reduce energy bills and sequester carbon to slow the rate of climate
change.
When you plant a tree in your yard or
neighborhood, that tree goes to work filtering out pollutants, intercepting stormwater
and capturing carbon. With proper placement, that tree can also help lower household energy use by as much as 20%.
You can engage in the tree planting
movement and make a difference by planting trees around your home and surrounding community with these tips.
Consider the growing region
Choosing a tree that will flourish in
your growing region is fundamental to becoming a successful tree planter. Start by
getting familiar with the growing conditions of your planting site, including factors like sunlight, soil condition and room
to grow.
The amount of available sunlight at
your planting location will determine
which tree species will be successful.

Planting a tree is good for our environment. (Photo courtesy of Getty Images)

continued on page B7
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Most trees require full sunlight for proper
growth and flowering. Some do well in (or
even prefer) partial or light shade, but few
perform well in dense shade.
Before you plant, get your soil tested
by a lab to evaluate what’s happening underground. Test results, which are usually
returned in a couple of weeks, provide a
complete analysis of nutrients, possible
contamination and pH (alkalinity or acidity), as well as directions for correcting
problems.
Be conscious of overhead or underground utilities, pavement, buildings, other trees, traffic intersections and other factors that may impact your planting space.
Shopping for a tree
When choosing which kind of tree
to plant, be conscious of details like size,
flowering, color (including how colors may
vary through the seasons) and your view
from inside the house. While shopping,
you can rely on plant labels to learn details
about a tree’s growth pattern, sun requirements, watering needs and soil requirements.
Two common styles of trees are container-grown trees, which spend their entire nursery lives growing in a container,
and ball-and-burlap trees, which grow in
the ground until they achieve a targeted
size.
A well-tended container-grown tree
has been carefully monitored and moved
into larger containers as the plant grows.
Be wary of a tree with roots that circle or
twist within the container, which may
cause roots to die. For a ball-and-burlap
tree, look for a firm, securely tied root ball
that is large enough to support the mature
tree; it should be about 10-12 inches wide
for every inch of trunk diameter.
Prepare your planting site
Properly preparing your planting site
is one of the best things you can do to get
your tree off to a strong start. Before you

Heat Your Home
For Less!

with renewable resources

Central Boiler Dealership
•Outdoor Wood Furnaces
•Outdoor Corn & Wood
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• Sales
• Service
• Installation
• Parts
We Finance

B & B Woodburner, LLC
20533 Bradner Rd.
Luckey, OH
419-466-6200
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Trees filter pollutants
out of the air and
water and
provide protection ...
plant, make sure your tree is thoroughly
hydrated by watering the container or root
ball several hours before proceeding. When
planting a tree into a lawn, remove a circle
of grass at least 3 feet in diameter where the
tree will go to reduce competition between
turf and fine tree roots.
Start digging
Dig a broad, shallow planting hole
with gently sloping sides 3-4 times wider
than the diameter of the root mass and the
same depth. Mound removed soil on a tarp
for easy backfilling. Loosening the soil on
the sides of the hole allows roots to easily
expand and establish faster, but don’t disturb soil at the bottom of the hole.
Once the tree is positioned, replace the
soil while firmly but gently tamping the
original soil around the base of the root ball
to stabilize it. Create a water-holding basin
around the tree by building up a ring of soil
and water to settle roots. Spread protective
mulch 2-4 inches deep in a 3-foot diameter
around the base of the tree, but not touching the trunk.
Find more tips to successfully plant
and care for your trees at arborday.org.
A handy guide for planting trees
A rally cry against climate change,
“Now is the Time for Trees” is an inspirational and informative guide that explains
the important role trees can play in preserving the environment.
Author Dan Lambe, CEO of the Arbor
Day Foundation, offers compelling reasons
to plant more trees while providing simple,
actionable steps to get involved, choose the
right tree and achieve planting success. For
each book sold, the foundation will plant a
tree in a forest in need.

Advertise
in Classifieds!
Whether you’re buying, selling,
or need some extra help, we’ve
got space for you.

Making
the office
a priority
can reduce
frustration
when it comes
to spending
additional
time in your
office while
working from
home. (Photo
courtesy of
Pexels)

Organizing your home office
When temperatures creep up again,
it signals time for an annual tradition:
spring cleaning. While big projects like
windows are hard to overlook, don’t forget smaller areas that need attention, too,
such as your home office.
Making sense of a year’s worth of paperwork and clutter can take some serious
time, especially as many people have been
working from home more than normal
but getting organized can help you tackle
home management tasks more efficiently.
Making the office a priority can reduce
frustration when it comes to spending additional time in your office while working
from home.
These five tips can help get you started:
1. Make sure you have furniture that
can adequately store your stuff, including
plenty of space for files, reference books
and computer equipment. Pieces need not
be costly to be functional and there are
plenty of attractive options available online and at both small and major retailers.
2. Arrange the space with its intended
use and your own work style in mind. For

example, if you don’t need ample space
to spread out over a large, flat work area,
eliminate that space - it’s simply an invitation for clutter.
3. Place items you rely on frequently,
such as a calculator or ruler, within arm’s
reach so they can easily be put away between uses. Capture these items in containers and bins to keep the space looking
neat and free of clutter.
4. Establish a filing system that lets
you keep track of important papers you
need to keep and have a shredder handy
to help you discard any sensitive documents. Whether you alphabetize, color
code or use some other method, group
paperwork into segments for categories
such as bills, banking, health care, auto,
insurance and so on for easy access in the
future.
5. Tangled cords can make even the
most organized spaces look messy, and
they may pose a fire or tripping hazard.
Get control of your cords by storing devices you don’t use regularly and securing the remaining cords with twist ties or
clips.
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The Constitution of the United States has a Bill of Rightss that lists the rights all Americans enjoy.
Kid Scoop believes in a Bill of Rights for children that
at gives them the right to enjoy nature,
spend time outdoors and have a fit and
d fun summer vacation.

Give yourself a star each
time you complete
one of the 10 outdoor
activities listed here. Give
yourself a cool reward
for completing them all.

How many
fish?

Visit a local lake, river, stream or a nearby ocean.
Observe the wildlife around you and list them in
your notebook with notes on where, when
and what was happening.
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Make a map of a
local trail or bike
path. As you
follow the trail,
mark points of
interest along the
trail. The next time
you take that hike,
see what’s changed
at your points of
interest.

Swimming is great exercise and will improve muscle strength
and flexibility. Your local pool will provide lessons throughout
the summer months. If you can’t swim, sign up now. If you
can swim, enjoy some time at a pool.
Camping out takes
organization. If you are
going to a campground,
you probably need to
book your space. Make a
list of the things you’ll
need to take. If you can’t
go away, camp in your
backyard. Take time to
look at the stars. Can
you spot the North Star
and the Big Dipper?

Sit quietly on the banks
of a river, lake or stream.
stre
ream.
You may not catch
ch a fish
fis
but what do you
u see?
Are there tadpoles
oles or
frogs, water striders,
ride
riders,
ders,
ers,
dragonflies?
s?

Find a local park with
playground equipment.
Take a picnic and enjoy
the sunshine.

Playing on a team is a good way
to make new friends and get
some exercise. If there are no
organized sports in your area,
make your own team and
create a game of
Frisbee or catch.

Which
hiking
boot
print is
different
than
all the
others?

Pick one feature of
your outdoor summer and draw a picture
showing the event. Mail it to a friend.

Be a nature detective. Look at a field guide or go
online to identify birds, wild flowers, insects and
trees. List them in your notebook.

Each of these flashlights
has an exact twin. Look
closely and see if you
can find them all.

start with the
letter i
rhyme with sips
are the name of
an insect
contain the
letter m
6WDQGDUGV/LQN Reading Comprehension: Follow written directions.

Scavenger
Hunt
Look through the
newspaper to find:
A picture of
someone playing
a sport
A place to
exercise
A local park
A fun place for
the whole family
to visit together
6WDQGDUGV/LQNResearch:
Use the newspaper to locate
information.

Draw the other half
of this butterfly.

To find the question,
cross out the words
that ...

Clip the coupons below and put them in a hat.
Without looking, pull one coupon from the hat
and read it to your friend. Can they perform that
activity? If so, they get 1 point. If not, YOU have to
do it to earn a point. (For even more fun, gather
more friends and form two teams.)

SWIMMING
NATURE
FISHING
GAME
FIELD
CAMP
PARK
BIKE
BIRDS
TRAIL
STAR
POOL
HIKE
PAST
NOTEBOOK

S F P V W G L O L G
T T B A A N C F N K
S T A M R Y A I A O

6WDQGDUGV/LQNPhysical Education: Understand the health benefits of
physical exercise.

A R E R T K M E T O
P A G K B M P L U B
F I S H I N G D R E
J L U W R B V H E T
K Q S B D L O O P O
H I K E S K P L Z N
6WDQGDUGV/LQN Letter sequencing. Recognize identical
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Junkyard Sports
Invent a game using something
you would normally throw
away. Turn trash into fun!

