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Clay baseball heads to Pasco County, 
Florida, for a four-game set with renewed 
confi dence — before leaving the Eagles 
shut out two straight opponents to improve 
to 4-5 on the season.

Clay, the defending Three Rivers 
Athletic Conference champions, opened 
league play with a solid 9-0 victory 
over Whitmer at the Oregon Recreation 
Department’s John Ousky Field. On the 
mound, Clay sophomore pitcher C.J. 
Boudreaux went 5.2 innings, striking out 
12 in picking up his second win of the sea-
son. Coming in relief to get the fi nal four 
outs was senior Max Alm. 

In their fi nal game before the spring 
trip, in breezy conditions at Ousky Field, 
the Eagles blanked Sylvania Southview, 
4-0. Three Clay pitchers combined for the 
two-hit shutout. Junior Jared Hoersten 
threw the fi rst four, surrendering one hit 
and striking out three. Junior Jase Kennedy 
threw the fi fth and sixth picking up the 
win and striking out three. Coming in to get 
the fi nal three outs in order was senior Jon 
Marisco. The Eagles did not commit an er-
ror in either game.

Coach Jim Phillips, a Clay alumnus, is 
now 116-78 in nine-plus seasons, includ-
ing a 22-6 season last year. The Eagles were 
12-2 in the TRAC and return nine letter-
men. Phillips says if his team is going to 
defend the championship, they will have 
their work cut out.

“The TRAC is one of the best leagues 
in this area,” Phillips said. “You have to be 
prepared for every game on the schedule. 
There are no mental or physical nights off 
in this league.

“After winning a share of the TRAC 
title last year there is a buzz around the 
program. How we handle this attention 
goes a long way in determining if our team 
reaches its potential. 

“There is a lot of experience returning 
from last year’s team, and we will rely on 
that as we navigate the toughest schedule 
in our programs 95-year history. We will be 
battle tested as we head down the stretch 
and believe that iron sharpens iron. If this 
team stays together and focused there is a 
lot out there for this team to achieve.”

Last year, Marsico went 2-0 with 33 
strikeouts, fi ve walks, an 0.38 ERA and 
8-for-8 in save opportunities in 37.1 in-
nings in earning fi rst team all-league and 
all-district honors. Junior Anthony Barnes 
was 5-1 with 29 strikeouts, 26 walks, and 

Clay baseball leaves for Florida trip on a solid note

Clay pitcher Max Alm. (Press photos by Russ Lytle/Facebook.com/RussLytle/RHP)Clay senior Max Belli

a 1.89 ERA in 26 innings in second team 
all-league and all-district accolades. Those 
two along with Kennedy, also a letter win-
ner, head up the pitching staff after leading 
the team in innings pitched last year.

“These are the top three guys returning 
from a solid staff last year,” Phillips said. 
“The addition of some talented fi rst year 
varsity players could create an outstanding 
rotation. This team has a lot of experience 
on the mound. So I expect the year of ex-
perience and the addition of some talented 
underclassmen to make our staff strong and 
deep.”

Phillips already has four seniors com-
mitted to playing collegiately. Marsico and 
Kennedy are going to Lourdes University 
to play baseball, pitcher and utility player 
Garret Long is going to Defi ance College, 
and infi elder Spencer Fortier is going to 
Northwood University.

During the eight-team Prep Baseball 
Report Invitational at newly artifi cially 
turfed Myron “Buck” Long Field, pitching 

came through as Clay beat host Rossford, 
2-1, in nine innings. This placed the Eagles 
fi fth out of the eight teams in the PBR. 

On the mound three seniors combined 
to scatter fi ve hits, Marsico went the fi rst 
fi ve striking out six Bulldogs, followed by 
senior Connor Millimen who gave up only 
two hits in his two innings, and Alm closed 
the door striking out three over the fi nal 
two to pick up the win.

Clay had picked up their fi rst win 
of the season at the PBR, shutting out 
Anthony Wayne, 5-0. Boudreaux, in his 
fi rst career varsity start, struck out 10, 
walking one and surrendering only one 
hit.

Offense needs to reach potential
Senior fi rst baseman Donovan Cough-

lin returns after batting .355 with 27 hits, 
seven doubles, 16 RBIs, and 20 runs and 
senior catcher Jackson Kennedy batted 
.351 with 26 hits, eight doubles, 20 RBIs 
and 12 runs. Coughlin and Kennedy were 

both second team all-league and all-dis-
trict.

Other lettermen returning include 
Millimen, Fortier, junior infi elder Kale 
Wilkins and junior outfi elder Christian 
Mays. Phillips expects Coughlin, Kennedy, 
Fortier, Wilkins and Mays to lead the Eagles 
at the plate again this season.

“I have seen growth in all fi ve players 
since the end of last season, and the experi-
ence these players possess should translate 
into better on fi eld production,” Phillips 
said. “Last year I do not think we achieved 
our potential offensively but with the ex-
perience and hard work the players have 
put in this offseason there is optimism this 
facet of our team will improve.”

Phillips says team strengths are pitch-
ing, defense, and team speed.

“Defensively we return fi ve in key 
spots so there is reason for optimism plus 
the turf helps. Out of the 19 guys on our 
varsity roster there are not any who clog the 
bases,” Phillips said. 
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Waite graduate Travon Howard is a 
cousin to former Waite and Florida State 
standout Natasha Howard, a 6-foot-2 all-
star forward playing for the New York 
Liberty in the WNBA.

So, you know the 6-foot-3 Travon has 
basketball pedigree. He’s currently using 
his talent playing professionally for Toledo 
Glass City BC of The Basketball League. 
The TBL has 44 teams coast-to-coast play-
ing in six divisions.

Howard, a fi rst team All-Toledo City 
League and all-district selection at Waite, 
went on to become Freshman of the Year 
and a fi rst team all-conference selection at 
Alpena Community College before playing 
one year of NCAA Division II basketball 
at Tiffi n University with Glass City team-
mate Antonio Kynard (Rogers/Bethune-
Cashman/Tiffi n). 

At Tiffi n, they teamed with Luke 
Rightnowar (Genoa), who attends some of 
the Glass City games, and all-league col-
legiate player Austin Adams (Cardinal 
Stritch). Kynard was Tiffi n’s top scorer at 
16 points per game and both are glad to 
have the chance to continue playing.

“This is a great opportunity and I’m 
just glad that they accepted me to come 
here,” Howard said. “At Tiffi n, we had a lot 
of great players who just helped me to be 
better and come here and play on a bigger 
number like this.”

Howard and Kynard have been on the 
court together much of their lives. 

“I love playing with my brother — 
we’ve been playing together for years so 
this is even better,” Kynard said. “We get to 

Waite grad playing pro ball, hoping for bigger things
see everybody blossom, me and him, and 
we get to play together in the summer, too, 
and that makes it even better. We played 
together at Tiffi n and that was a good ex-
perience.”

In the TBL Upper Midwest Division, 
Toledo is in second place at 8-4, two games 
behind the Jamestown Jackals (10-2). The 
rest of the division includes the Lansing 
Pharaohs (6-3), Detroit Hustle (4-7), Flint 
United (3-7), Dayton Flight (3-9) and 
Cincinnati Warriors (2-10). The regular sea-
son continues until the end of May.

The Toledo francise moved to the TBL 
from the Premier Basketball League, where 
Glass City BC fi nished undefeated and won 
the league championship. Howard and 
Kynard were part of that team, too.

The TBL plays NBA rules, to the let-
ter, including the 24-second clock, to help 
scouts gauge the quality of play. After a 
108-100 exhibition win over the Windsor 
Express of the Canadian Basketball League 
last week, Glass City has a 9-4 overall record. 

“It’s very important for us to win,” 
Howard said. “We’ve got to trust in each 
other, trust in our team, trust in our coach, 
and we just have to go out there and play 
our game and control the tempo.”

It’s ‘NBA’ in Toledo
Watching a TBL game is just as good 

as watching an NBA game — the quality of 
basketball is phenomenal. You just have to 
see it to believe it, say onlookers.

“That’s what we are trying to tell peo-
ple, is that the level of play in the TBL is 
good. I mean in U.S. professional basket-
ball there is the NBA G League and then 
TBL. These are guys who have played over-
seas professionally making a lot of money, 
high level (NCAA) Division I basketball, so 

these guys all still got it,” Glass City coach 
Freddie Zamora said.

Howard’s teammate, Christopher 
Darrington played at Tennessee after a 
standout career at Scott.  Darrington played 
in the TBL All-Star Game last weekend in 
Syracuse, New York, where he won the 
dunk contest.

“It’s amazing. I have a lot of great 
teammates — Clemmye Owens (Rogers/
Bethune-Cashman), Chris Darrington, Tony 
Kynard — it’s a lot of great people on the 
team and we all go hard, and we sharpen 
each other. Iron sharpening iron, Man,” 
Howard said. “We’ve got a lot of good 
guards — me, Tony, Chris. We all go hard, 
and we do not take any plays off.”

The team is averaging 102.6 points, but 
Howard leads the team in assists (3.8), is sec-
ond on the team in rebounds (6.5), defensive 
rebounds (5.4) and scoring (18.8 points).

“He’s a gifted scorer,” Zamora said. 
“What I’ve been happy with this year is 
that his defense has been picking it up. He’s 
starting to take pride in defense, so he’s 
starting to become an all-around player. 

“The way that he just can get out and go 
in transition, he’ll get you a bucket. It’s been 
awesome. That’s one thing we take pride in 
is our defense to really be able to do what 
we are doing now,” Zamora continued.

Howard says he and his teammates 
have not given up on playing profession-
ally in the NBA, although they are happy 
to get the opportunity to continue playing 
organized basketball.

“It’s trying to get to the next level — 
trying to get caught up,” Howard said. “A 
lot of guys caught up in this league, the 
(NBA) G League, overseas, and some in the 
NBA. I’m just waiting on my call.”

Kynard added, “We want to use this to 

get an even bigger opportunity.”
Even though Glass City players are out 

of college and don’t make enough money to 
give up their day job, they keep their game 
up and stay conditioned.

“We run a lot in the offseason. Coach 
doesn’t take it easy on us,” Howard said.

At Waite, Howard played for coach 
Dave Pitsenbarger, who Howard said pre-
pared him well for college and now profes-
sional basketball.

“It was great playing for coach 
Pitsenbarger — he was a great coach. He 
taught us well, we had a winning season, 
and he is just a great guy. I learned a lot 
from him,” Howard said.

Zamora and Howard say if you want to 
check out a game, you should. Most home 
games this year are at the Scott High School 
Field House, and gameday includes fan ac-
tivities on the court during dead ball ses-
sions and in-between quarters and halves. 
Attendance has reached a few hundred 
people, but organizers would like to pack 
the fi eld house.

“That’s what the thing we’ve been get-
ting feedback on is that people have not 
heard of it yet. I think if we can get people 
to actually come here, be here and witness 
the product that’s on the fl oor, and not 
only the product, but the players are from 
Toledo,” Zamora said. 

“So, we want to get support just 
like they support the Mud Hens and the 
Walleye. I think if they come and see us, 
see how exciting it is, and how exciting the 
games are and the level of talent, I think 
people will start coming out a lot more.”

Howard adds, “Hey, don’t be too late. 
You hate to be the last person to something 
good and this is something good going, so 
don’t be too late. Come and get us.

 

Toledo Glass City 6-foot-3 guard Travon Howard (Waite/Tiffi n) gets by a pick, set by teammate 
Kaleb Vaughn against the Windsor Express. (Press photo by Russ Lytle/Facebook.com/RussLytle/

Toledo's Travon Howard defends a Windsor Express player on the 
block. (Press photo by Russ Lytle/Facebook.com/RussLytle/RHP)
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With all the basketball talent playing 
in the Northern Buckeye Conference last 
winter, an Otsego player commented that 
Lake 6-foot-6 senior forward Cam Hoffman 
was the hardest to guard.

Hoffman can be in the pain in op-
ponents’ you-know-what on the baseball 
fi eld, too, willing to get hit by a pitch, do-
ing incredible feats with the bat, and he can 
pitch.

That’s why NCAA Division II Lake Erie 
College wants him, and that’s why he will 
be playing baseball there next year.

“Cam is a great athlete, which with his 
size and how good an athlete he is, he just 
causes so much havoc on the baseball fi eld 
in a variety of different ways and it’s great 
to have him at the top of our pitching staff 
and the top of our lineup to set that tone,” 
Lake fi rst-year coach Casey Witt said.

“The biggest thing with Cam is he’s a 
good baseball player, but he’s a better kid,” 
Witt continued. “I think it’s really awesome 
as a coach to see good kids who are really 
good in their athletic effort as well. Cam is 
very coachable. Cam works his tail off and 
it’s awesome to see that success he has.”

Hoffman is batting .632 (12-for-19) dur-
ing a very young season with 11 runs, nine 
RBIs and three stolen bases. On the mound 
so far he is 3-2 with 0.54 ERA, giving up 
fi ve hits, three runs (one earned) and strik-
ing out 19 in 13 innings. The Flyers are 6-3 
overall and 1-1 in the NBC after falling to 
Eastwood, 4-2, Wednesday.

As a junior, Hoffman batted .410 (34-
for-83) with seven doubles, two triples, six 
home runs, 41 RBIs, 17 stolen bases in 17 
attempts, a .523 on-base percentage and 
.759 slugging percentage and he was NBC 
Player of the Year. On the mound, he was 
6-1 with a 1.37 ERA, striking out 69, walk-
ing eight, and allowing 29 hits and nine 
earned runs in 46 innings.

Last year, the Flyers won an NBC title 
for longtime coach Greg Wilker in his fi nal 
season at the helm, fi nishing 23-6 overall 
and 13-1 in the league. Over the offseason, 

Cam Hoffman relishes ‘one-on-one’ battery matchup

Hoffman says he spent a lot of time in the 
batting cage getting ready to play for Witt, 
a former player and coach under Wilker, to 
keep the momentum going.

“I mean, it’s not really a huge differ-

ence,” Hoffman said. “Coach Witt was ac-
tually coached by coach Wilker, so he runs 
a lot of things just like coach Wilker but in 
a newer generation, I might say.”

Hoffman said he fell in love with Lake 
Erie College when he visited the northeast-
ern Ohio campus.

“When I went on campus and had a 
visit and talked to the coach a lot, I felt like 
it was a home environment,” Hoffman said. 
“I felt like I was really safe there, comfort-
able, and I just like loved the environment. 
The small town that it is in, Painesville, is 
just incredible to me.”

‘One-on-one’ action
Hoffman was such a good basket-

ball player at Lake, and he has the size, 
that Lake Erie College could use him on 
the basketball team, too. Six-foot-4 junior 
guard Jacob Plantz (Genoa) and 5-10 junior 
guard Jordan Burton (Cardinal Stritch) are 
already major role players on the Storms’ 
cage team, but Hoffman insists that base-
ball is his sport.

“I like the competition part of the 
game,” Hoffman said. “I like being chal-
lenged and every part of that, especially 
being at the plate or even while pitching, I 
like that one-on-one action.”

However, Hoffman averaged 15.2 
points, 9.2 rebounds and two assists in his 
fi nal year on Lake’s basketball fl oor playing 
for his father, coach Jeff Hoffman.

He was fi rst team All-NBC, second team 
Alan Miller Jewelers All-Press and special 
mention Division III All-Ohio. He was the 
highest vote getter on the All-Press second 
team, fi nishing behind some outstanding 
talent from Cardinal Stritch, Gibsonburg, 
Oak Harbor, Rossford, and Eastwood.

The Flyers fi nished 7-16 overall and 
5-9 in the NBC, but after getting routed by 
Rossford, 69-19, in the second game of the 
year, the Bulldogs won fi ve of six, improv-
ing to 5-3 entering the holiday break.

“We were young. We were very inex-
perienced,” Jeff Hoffman said. “A lot of 
guys who had no varsity experience had to 
step up and really give big minutes to us. 
Out of the 16 games we lost, we had seven 
of those we were actually winning in the 

fourth quarter.”
So, Cam found himself in a position 

where he had to be the scorer, rebounder, 
or whatever it took.

“I feel like I had to take a leadership 
role out there,” Cam said. “The season 
went really well, but as it progressed along, 
I guess we couldn’t keep it on the horse, but 
we just went out there every game with 110 
percent effort all the way.”

His father said the team showed im-
provement along the way, even playing bet-
ter against Rossford (79-57) in their second 
meeting. They just could not fi nish games.

“We grew as a team. We came together 
really well, getting those young kids ex-
perience by the end of the season. We just 
could not put games away. We just couldn’t 
keep them down,” coach Hoffman said.

“But as a whole, I really felt like we 
played really good basketball. Not once 
did I hear from anyone outside looking in, 
‘Hey, you guys are just not a very good bas-
ketball team.’ We didn’t hear that this year.

“(Instead, it was) ‘You guys play a re-
ally nice brand of basketball, if only you 
had a couple more pieces that were a bit 
more seasoned, a bit more experienced to 
go along with Cam on the inside, things 
could have been a little bit different.’”

Cam says he and his teammates felt 
like they had the talent to win, it just did 
not happen down the stretch.

“We had major confi dence. Confi dence 
was through the roof for us — confi dence 
was in our favor, but we battled hard al-
most every game,” Cam said.

Jeff believes the program is on the right 
track, and Cam helped put it there.

“I think we’re on the upward climb 
with the program itself. The season before 
I took over, they were 1-22. We won four 
games my fi rst year, six games my second 
year and seven games this year,” coach 
Hoffman said.

“It’s an extremely tough league, and 
you throw Fostoria in there as well, and 
the top fi ve teams are pretty good year-in 
and year-out. We competed and we battled 
pretty much everybody in both games, with 
the exception of Rossford and Eastwood at 
their place.”

Lake 6-foot-6 senior pitcher Cam Hoff-
man. (Photo courtesy Innovations Portrait 
Studio/InnovationsVisualImpact.com)
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Advance tickets for Toledo Speedway’s 
first race of the 2022 season opener Sunday 
afternoon, May 15, the Central Avenue 
Truck Parts School Bus Figure 8 race, are 
now available.  

For 2022, Toledo will offer online 
ticket sales for each race (except the July 
8 event).  And, for the first time, Flat Rock 
Speedway will have general admission 
tickets available online for the two school 
bus figure 8 contests.

The Central Avenue Truck Parts School 
Bus Figure 8 race will feature NASCAR 
winner Ken Schrader at the wheel. Schrader 
competed last spring in the Toledo bus race 
and is ready to hit the track again.

The ARCA Salenbien Trucking Late 
Model Sportsman and The Vault Antiques 
and Treasures ARCA Factory Stocks will 
open their new seasons, with a boat figure 
8 race also on the schedule for the May 15 
season opener at Toledo.  The spectator 
gates will open at noon and racing begins 
at 2 p.m. 

A new promotion will take place at 
the track May 15 when the Play 1st Mobile 
Gaming Trailer, featuring a variety of video 
games, will set up in the spectator area 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. for fans of all ages, 
free of charge.  The gaming trailer will also 
be at Flat Rock Friday evening, August 5.

The Dunwell Dry Goods School bus 
race June 11 and the CNV Enterprises 
School Bus contest September 3 are the 
dates for the Flat Rock events that offer 
online general admission tickets.

Flat Rock’s 70th Anniversary season of 
auto racing will begin Saturday afternoon, 
May 7, as the ARCA Moran Chevrolet 
Outlaw Super Late Models, the ARCA R 
& M Recycling Figure 8’s and ARCA DTS 
Drive Train Specialists Street Stocks take 
the green flag to kick off the season.  These 
same three classes have been featured at 
the track since 1977.

The first five Saturday events at Flat 
Rock, May 7, May 14, May 21, May 28 and 
June 4, all will carry the 4 p.m. start time.

Go to www.toledospeedway.com or 
www.flatrockspeedway.com for further 
updates and information.

Comets off to 7-1 start
Genoa baseball is off to a 7-1 start, 

including 2-0 in the Northern Buckeye 
Conference, but that was before the meat 
of the league schedule kicked in, facing 
off with Otsego last Friday and undefeated 
Eastwood Monday.

Nine lettermen return for the Comets, 
which are 184-96 in 12-plus years under 
coach Gary Nissen. Under Nissen, the 2000 
OHSBCA Division III state coach of the 
Year, the Comets have qualifi ed for region-
als three times (1997, 1999, 2000) and to 
state one time (1999).

Last year, the Comets fi nished 12-16 
overall and 3-10 in the NBC, but returning 
are senior fi rst baseman/pitcher Seth Witt, 
senior pitcher Will Nissen, senior outfi eld-
er/second baseman London Stuller, junior 
outfi elder/pitcher Robert Messenger and 
outfi elder/pitcher J.J. Hartman. 

Witt was fi rst team All-NBC and sec-
ond team All-Ohio last year, batting .461 
with 12 doubles, two home runs, 22 RBIs 
and 22 runs. Stuller batted .300 with fi ve 
RBIs and on the mound, Nissen had 38 
strikeouts, 15 walks, allowed 31 hits and 
had a 2.49 ERA in 33.2 innings.

This season, Witt is already leading 
the team at the plate, batting .478 with four 

NASCAR’s Schrader to race school buses in Toledo

Ken Schrader takes time from NASCAR driving to race school buses. (Photo courtesy Toledo Speedway)

Genoa baseball seniors Brandon Hudson (8), Landon Stuller (4), Will Nissen (21) 
Seth Witt (15), Scott Schmidt (22), and Casey Laytart (17). The Comets won seven of 
their fi rst eight games. (Press photo by Harold Hamilton/HEHphotos.smugmug.com)
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doubles and seven triples, Brady Bellegrin is 
batting .421, and Messenger is batting .318.

Coach Nissen expects Witt, Stuller and 
Messenger to continue leading Genoa at the 
plate, and Witt, Nissen and Hartman to lead 
his pitching staff. He says Witt is currently 
unsigned collegiately but will likely play at 
the next level and Nissen is committed to 
Bluffton University.

While Eastwood won six of its fi rst sev-
en games by mercy rule and Otsego is led 
by Michigan State signee Joseph Dzierwa, 

Nissen says you can “put all the conference 
teams in a hat and pick one. Anyone can 
win it.”

Sports announcements
 Ottawa Hills High School is hosting a 
four-day baseball camp June 27-30. Ottawa 
Hills coach Chris Hardman will direct the 
program in conjunction with U.S. Baseball 
Academy. The four-day skills camp will fea-
ture instruction during the morning, with a 
focus on hitting and defense. The afternoon 

session will focus on situational baseball 
games, competition drills, and a Wiffle Ball 
World Series. Space is limited. Registration 
is now under way. For more information, 
visit www.USBaseballAcademy.com or call 
toll-free 866-622-4487.

********
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 611 

Woodville Rd., Toledo, will host its 19th 
Annual Golf Outing on June 4 at 8 a.m. at 
Chippewa Golf Course on Route 579 in 
Curtice. The event is sponsored by the High 
School Youth Group of St. Mark. Proceeds 
will help offset expenses for the youth to do 
mission work in Columbia, South Carolina 
this summer. Cost is $75 per golfer. Visit 
stmarktoledo.com/golfouting or call the 
church at 419-691-3597.

********
The Third Annual Eastwood Open 

four-person golf scramble benefi tting the 
Eastwood Athletic Boosters will be July 15 
at Belmont Country Club with registration 
at 7:30 a.m. and a shotgun start at 8 a.m. 
Cost is $100 per golfer. The boosters hope to 
raise money to lessen the burden on the ath-
letic program, replace the mats in the gym-
nasium, help pay for the HUDL program and 
provide scholarships to seniors. Contact 
Chet Welch at 419-215-4482 or Mick Foster 
at 419-348-4934. Advanced entries can be 
sent to Chet Welch, 130 Louisiana Ave., 
Perrysburg, OH 43551 with check payable 
to Eastwood Athletic Boosters.
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 C O M M U N I T Y  H E A LT H  S E R V I C E S     WE CARE.

By J. Patrick Eaken
Press Sports Editor
sports@presspublications.com

Eastwood gymnastics coach Jessie 
Hodulik is looking to build on her program 
after two of her athletes qualifi ed for the 
state meet last month. 

Junior Natalie Redfern qualifi ed for 
state in the fl oor exercise and freshman 
Brooke Mangette in the vault. This is only 
the third year Eastwood has sanctioned a 
varsity gymnastics team. 

Redfern was an alternate to the state in 
the fl oor exercise in 2021, but this was the 
fi rst year any Eastwood gymnasts actually 
got to wear school colors while competing 
at state.

In the vault, Mangette averaged 8.8 
to fi nish 30th and in the fl oor exercise 
Redfern scored an average of 8.65 to fi nish 
33rd. They only place the top six in each 
event for the podium, but dozens more par-
ticipated in each event.

“They didn’t get on the podium or 
anything, but they still technically earned 
a place as a state competitor,” Hodulik said.

“It was good. It was, I think, a little 
overwhelming. Neither of them had been 
to the state meet before. There are a lot of 
people, there are a lot of fans — it is just a 
bigger arena than what they are used to, so I 
know they were both really nervous.

“I was proud of their performance be-
cause they went out and they didn’t fall. 
They had their routines. It was just like 
little mistakes here and there, and in the 
state competition that is top tier gymnas-
tics. They did what they could do, and I 
was proud of them.”

In addition, Hodulik was impressed 
with the public support that traveled to 
support the girls at Hilliard Davidson High 
School in suburban Columbus.

“Eastwood is such a good community, 
and they are super supportive of all of their 
kids and their athletes, so it is nice to be 
part of that,” Hodulik said.

“The Mangettes brought a crowd be-
cause they have so many people in their 
family. But there were also a few other kids 
who are friends of Natalie and Brooke who 
are on the YMCA team and that was kind 
of nice. 

“We have other people who are on 
the Y team that go to different schools, so 
sometimes their gymnasts will come down 
to support them, too. The nice thing about 
our district, the Northwest, is that we really 
support everybody to do their best.”

There were no seniors on the Eastwood 
team, only four juniors and two freshmen. 
There is another freshman at Eastwood 
who Hodulik says is a very good gymnast 
and did not join the team. Hodulik is trying 
to persuade her, saying she would “really 
boost the team,” along with the valuable 
experience her current gymnasts now have.

Humble beginnings
Hodulik, who has also been the Spring-

fi eld coach for 12 years, has coached the 
Eastwood team all three years. The pro-
gram had it its beginnings at the Perrysburg 
YMCA.

“How I came to coach this team is all 
of them go to the YMCA and that’s where 
I coach at,” Hodulik said. “When the four 
juniors were all freshmen, they all ap-
proached me and were like, ‘Would you be 
able to coach us?’ 

“Gymnastics is a little bit different, 
it’s a smaller sport, and you can get away 
with coaching two teams. So, I was able to 
coach, and I have one girl who helps me 
with Springfi eld. I was excited to be able to 
take them on. They all practice with the Y 
team, and that is four days a week, and it is 
all year round.”

When you look at the schools Eastwood 
beat at the district meet, it is amazing to see 
how far the program has come in just three 
years. 

The Eagles were two spots away from 
qualifying for state as a team — only one 
team qualifi ed from the Northwest District, 
and that was Perrysburg with Anthony 
Wayne fi nishing second and Eastwood 
third.

Following Eastwood was St. Ursula, 
Sylvania Northview, Ottawa Hills, Maumee, 
Napoleon, and the list goes on with anoth-
er dozen schools or more included, many 
with larger enrollments. 

“I was defi nitely very happy with their 
performance. I think they were excited, too. 
It was so close from third to fi fth, I was like, 
I really have a goal for them to get third. In 
my head, I knew it was possible, at least,” 
Hodulik said. 

“I think they’re not as confi dent as I 
am, so they are like, ‘Well, maybe we’ll go 
for fourth place.’ I think for them to see, it 

Eastwood gymnasts looking to build over offseason

was within a-tenth between third, fourth 
and fi fth, on how close they were they were 
happy and surprised.”

Of the 12 schools who qualifi ed 
for state, Perrysburg fi nished ninth and 
Brecksville-Broadview Heights won its 
19th straight state championship. Hodulik 
says Brecksville has a model program.

“I kind of liken them a little bit to what 

we have going on. At the Y, we have a re-
ally big program going on over there. We 
have over 100 gymnasts on the competitive 
team, and we have 35 to 40 kids who all do 
high school gymnastics,” Hodulik said.

“A lot of them are on that Perrysburg 
team. We’re bringing these kids up 
through the Y, and since we are located 
in Perrysburg, all of them are going to 

Perrysburg and Perrysburg is winning. 
“So, it’s very similar over at 

Brecksville. They have a club gym over 
there called Gymnastics World, and all of 
their kids feed up through there and they 
go to Brecksville, and they just win. They 
are a little more serious. That is a private 
club, so they practice probably double the 
amounts of hours we practice at the Y.”

Brooke Mangette. (Photo by Danielle DeFalco) Natalie Redfern. (Photo by Danielle DeFalco)
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Linda Thomas - Smokey’s Roadhouse
Helen Kropaczewski - Alan Miller Jewelers

Denise Norden - Gladieux Home Center
George Horvath - Tony Packos

Pam Beadle St. Claire - African Wildlife Safari

Bringing life 
    to each day!

Located in peaceful Ohio neighborhoods,
Parkcliffe Memory Care and Assisted Living 
Community offers the perfect combination 
of comfort and convenience.

Features include:
•Private bedroom suites
•Meals and snacks available at your leisure
•Trips around town for shopping and entertainment
•Activities and social events on campus tailored to your interests
•Comfortable dining area perfect for gathering with family and friends
•Prepared meals or access to family style kitchen for both residents and guests

We’d Love 
To Show You 

Around!

For more information or to schedule a visit, 
please call or stop in.

4234 PARKCLIFFE LANE / TOLEDO, OH 43615 / 419.381.94474234 PARKCLIFFE LANE / TOLEDO, OH 43615 / 419.381.9447
3055 EAST PLAZA BLVD / NORTHWOOD, OH 43619 / 419.698.38223055 EAST PLAZA BLVD / NORTHWOOD, OH 43619 / 419.698.3822

www.parkcliffe.com

By Press Staff Writer
sports@presspublications.com

 Eastwood girls basketball coach Nick 
Schmeltz gave Athletic Director Jeff Hill 
his resignation letter on Monday, April 18.
 Schmeltz in his resignation letter said 
he made the decision “after much delibera-
tion and consideration.”
 Over seven years, Schmeltz’s teams 
were a combined 89-58 and won back-to-
back league championships in 2017-18 and 
2018-19.
 “The last seven years leading the 
girls program have been so rewarding and 
gratifying,” Schmeltz wrote. “I am eter-
nally grateful to the players and staff that 
were a part of that journey. Jeff Hill and 
(AD/Principal) Chris Fahim hired me as a 
23-year-old and I think so much for the op-
portunity.
 “My wife Nicole has been with me since 
our hiring in 2015 and I cannot even begin 
to thank her enough for all the sacrifi ce she 
has made for me, our family and our team. 
A coach’s spouse is a superhero and for the 
last seven years she did way more than one 
would ever realize. My daughters, Nora and 
Amelia, will not remember this, but it was 
truly a dream come true experience to have 
them with me at practice and games the last 
two years,” Schmeltz continued.
 “I always dreamed of being a head 
coach at my alma mater, and what an honor 
it was to help navigate this historic pro-
gram. We faced many challenges and ob-
stacles throughout the years, but our girls 
were consistently able to handle whatever 
was thrown their way. We did things the 
right way, we prepared with an expectation 
to be successful and we played hard.
 “Basketball has given me so much and 
I am so fortunate to have had those opportu-
nities the game afforded me. I was blessed 
to be able to coach two of my siblings, build 
relationships with area coaches who I con-
sider close friends now, help form a com-
plete turnaround in our program, take once 
in a lifetime basketball team trips to San 
Diego and Charleston, and to do all of it at 
a place I cared so much for.
 “I will certainly miss the camaraderie, 
daily talks with the players and coaches, 
scouting, fi lm watching, practice planning, 

Eastwood girls cage coach Nick Schmeltz steps down

and preparing for the next game and oppo-
nent. Eastwood was home for me, and I will 
miss that.
 “Most of all, I will miss the players—
past, current and future. They made it so 
enjoyable for me and my family. I could 
never repay those student-athletes who 
have left such a lasting impression on me.
 “The choice to leave is never easy but 

“

“We faced many 
challenges and 

obstacles throughout 
the years, but 
our girls were 

consistently able to 
handle whatever was 

thrown their way.

I know God has a plan for me and I trust in 
his work. I look forward to being back on 
the sideline soon and being involved in the 
game in some capacity.
 “I had always hoped to put a team out 
on the court that our community would be 
proud of and could really behind. I believe 
we did just that and I cannot absolutely 
thank our Eagle community for their dedi-

cation and support of our program.”
 His resignation, which is effective im-
mediately, was accepted by the Eastwood 
Board of Education at the April board of 
education meeting.  
 “Coach Schmeltz came in and took 
over this program seven years ago when it 
was struggling and when no one else want-
ed it and developed it into a program that is 
well respected in our area and in Northwest 
Ohio,” Hill said. “Words cannot accurately 
describe how much we appreciate the ener-
gy and effort that Coach Schmeltz has com-
mitted to the program not just as a coach 
but as a person.  
 “It is tough to see him leave us in this 
capacity but we wish him well as he choos-
es to step away from coaching at this time.  
 Hill said Eastwood will be starting the 
process of fi nding a new head coach im-
mediately “as time is important in this pro-
cess.”  
 “In this process while X’s and O’s are 
important in fi nding a new head coach, it 
is equally important that we fi nd someone 
whose values and culture matches that of 
our athletic department and its programs 
and our school district.”
  Hill says Schmeltz did meet with the 
high school girls basketball players to let 
them know of his decision. 

 

Eastwood basketball coach Nick Schmeltz talks strategy with his sister Jamie 
Schmeltz, who is now playing at Walsh University. (File photo by Tammy Schmeltz)
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Transitions Deadline is Wednesdays at Noon. 
Call 419-836-2221 or email 

classi  ed@presspublications.com

Cari Fravor Cari Fravor 
BreidenbachBreidenbach

In Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory

You lived, you laughed and you 
made a mark in this world. 

We will never let you be forgotten. 
Mom, Dad, Jay and Zeke

Sean D. Crawford
12/9/1976 - 04/25/2009

In Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory

This day may be met with sorrow 
and grief, and still at times we sit 

in disbelief, but that is not how you 
would want us to be, and we’ve 

found your memory it holds the key. 
A key to a time  lled with laughter 
and cheer, and with great love that 

will forever be there.
Forever in our hearts, 
Forever on our mind,

Forever Love,
Your Family and Friends

Transitions

Graduation Ad 

Allen C. LesterAllen C. Lester
April 28, 1965April 28, 1965

In Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory

Missing and loving you always.
 Until we meet again, all my love.

Your Loving Wife, 
Josie (Pumpkin) & Family

Sweet Pea, Happy 
Heavenly Birthday & 

Anniversary

Toledo Walleye forward T.J. Hensick 
has landed on the All-ECHL First Team 
while defenseman Randy Gazzola has been 
named to the All-ECHL Second Team as an-
nounced by the league. 

Hensick has ranked near the top of 
the ECHL all season long and is currently 
second among all players in assists with 
55 and is fourth with 76 points. His plus-
26 rating leads the Walleye and is seventh 
in the league. The 36-year-old was voted 
to represent Toledo in the 2022 ECHL All-
Star Classic. Hensick put up 18 assists in 
14 games in the month of March while he 
scored 11 goals in 12 games in the month 
of November.

Gazzola has been a steady performer 
for the Walleye all year and is currently 
tied for second in the ECHL among defen-
semen with 40 helpers and is fourth with 
52 points. He has also scored four game-
winning goals this season which is tied 
for second among ECHL defensemen. The 
28-year-old is on a roll to fi nish the season 
with at least one assist in six of the seven 
April games. That comes on the heels of a 
16 point (4G, 12A) month of March while 
skating in 14 games.

The All-ECHL First and Second Teams 
for 2021-22 as determined in a vote of 
ECHL coaches, broadcasters, media rela-
tions directors and media, who were asked 
to select a goaltender, two defensemen and 
three forwards

2021-22 All-ECHL First Team
G – Francois Brassard, Jacksonville 

Icemen (29 gp, 17-9-3, 2.27 GAA, .909 save 
pct.)

D – Charle-Edouard D’Astous, Utah 
Grizzlies (51 gp, 26g, 31a, 58 pts.)

D – Ben Finkelstein, Newfoundland 
Growlers (34 gp, 11g, 48a, 59 pts.)

F – Will Graber, Fort Wayne Komets 
(57 gp, 26g, 57a, 83 pts.)

F – TJ Hensick, Toledo Walleye (64 gp, 
21g, 55a, 76 pts.)

F – Patrick Watling, Wheeling Nailers 
(53 gp, 31g, 46a, 77 pts.)

2021-22 All-ECHL Second Team
G – Keith Petruzzelli, Newfoundland 

Growlers (22 gp, 15-6-1, 2.10 GAA, .924 
save pct.)

D – Randy Gazzola, Toledo Walleye (58 
gp, 12g, 40a, 52 pts.)

D – Josh Maniscalco, Wheeling Nailers 
(62 gp, 17g, 34a, 51 pts.)

F – Kris Bennett, Iowa Heartlanders 
(47 gp, 35g, 36a, 71 pts.)

F – Chad Costello, Allen Americans 

T.J. Hensick. (File photo courtesy Toledo Walleye)

Walleye’s Hensick and 
Gazzola honored by ECHL

(64 gp, 26g, 42a, 68 pts.)
F – Zach O’Brien, Newfoundland 

Growlers (52 gp, 28g, 50a, 78 pts.)

Walleye win operations award
The ECHL on Tuesday announced that 

the Walleye are the 2021-22 recipient of the 
League’s Hockey Operations Department of 
the Year Award.

The award is presented annually to the 
team judged to have the best hockey opera-
tions department in the league and is deter-
mined by a vote of ECHL coaches.

Walleye head coach Dan Watson said, 
“It is an honor to have our organization 
selected for this award. There are several 
people who have helped create a successful 
hockey operations department with their 
dedication and commitment to helping our 
players perform at their highest level, both 
on and off the ice. We thank everyone who 
voted and look to continue providing our 
players with the best resources for them to 
achieve success.”

The Reading Royals fi nished second 
in the voting, followed by the Atlanta 
Gladiators, Jacksonville Icemen and Florida 
Everblades.

Toledo captured the Central Division 
regular-season title, marking the team’s fi fth 
division title in the last seven seasons, while 
the Walleye also claimed the Brabham Cup 
as the ECHL regular-season champion for 
the third time in the last seven seasons. 

Head coach Dan Watson served as a 
coach at the 2022 Warrior/ECHL All-Star 
Classic in Jacksonville, the third time in 
his career that he has coached at an All-
Star event.

Playoff roster
The Walleye announced its list of play-

ers that will be on the 2022 Kelly Cup play-
off roster. Twenty players are on the active 
roster with the fi rst day of playoffs that 
started Friday night against the Cincinnati 
Cyclones at the Huntington Center.

Goaltenders Billy Christopoulos and 
Max Milosek will be joined by six defense-
men: Chris Martenet, Randy Gazzola, Cam 
Clarke, Cole Fraser, Gordi Myer, and Ryan 
Lowney. The 12 forwards on Toledo’s ros-
ter include: Mitchell Heard, John Albert, 
T.J. Hensick, Matt Berry, Brandon Hawkins, 
Conlan Keenan, Brett McKenzie, Jesse 
Mychan, Brent Pedersen, Patrick Curry, 
Brett Boeing, and Quinn Preston.

Six players were placed on Toledo’s 
playoff eligibility list that includes: Marcus 
Vela, Josh Dickinson, Blake Hillman, Butrus 
Ghafari, Seth Barton, and Kaden Fulcher.

Why Buy Local?
By shopping locally, your dollars stay in your 
community to fund city and county operations 
such as roads and bridges, parks, libraries, police 
and fi re departments and more! Without sales tax 
dollars, YOUR property taxes would have to be 
higher to keep the same services you have currently. T
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Agriculture

7511 Jerusalem Road, State Route 2, Oregon7511 Jerusalem Road, State Route 2, Oregon
419-836-7788419-836-7788

www.tricountytire.com Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-12

Tri County Tire, Inc.

Auto • Farm • Truck
Electrical • Tune-Ups • Suspension

Brakes • Batteries • Oil Changes
...and tires

Full Service Mechanical Facility

The LargestThe Largest
Lawnmower Tire Inventory

in Northwest Ohioin Northwest Ohio

Buy from Local Buy from Local 
Independent Merchants!Independent Merchants!
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Natives • Unique Plants

Bench Farms St. Rt. 2

FARM MARKET & GREENHOUSE

David & Cindy Bench

We have been YOUR Farmers

for 40 Years!
9151 Jerusalem Rd. (St. Rt. 2)

Curtice, Ohio 43412

w

(2 miles east of N. Curtice Rd.)

ww.benchfarms.com

419-836-9443

Open Daily 10:00 - 6:00

419-836-9443

“Where Gardening Friends Gather”

Ag tax credit bill signed by governor Celebrating our
Native Plants 

Join us as we celebrate Ohio 
Native Plant Month with Lucas Soil 
and Water Conservation District’s 
annual Backyard Conservation and 
Native Plant Sale.
 Items for sale include native pe-
rennial fl owers, grasses, shrubs, and 
trees as well as rain barrels, compost 
bins, bird and bat houses, tree shel-
ters, raised garden beds and more. 
Attendees can take home information-
al materials free of charge about top-
ics such as creating a wildlife-friendly 
backyard habitat, composting, polli-
nators, and proper tree planting and 
maintenance. 
 The deadline to order is Friday, 
May 6. Orders will be ready for pick-
up on Wednesday, May 13 between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m. at the Lucas County 
Fairgrounds, 1406 Key St., Maumee.
 To place an order, please visit 
Lswcd-natives.square.site. For infor-
mation, call 419-893-1966 or visit 
LucasSWCD.org/bycdsale.
 Ohio has approximately 1,800 na-
tive plants. These native trees, shrubs, 
fl owers, and grasses are vital to all 
wildlife, including humans. Some ben-
efi ts include providing food for birds 
and insects, many of which are pol-
linators; fi ltering contaminants from 
storm water runoff and holding soil 
in place with long roots; and requir-
ing less water to stay viable, which is a 
cost-savings and conserves water. 
 To learn more about Ohio Native 
Plant Month, visit ohionativeplantmo-
nth.org.

By Larry Limpf
News Editor
news@presspublications.com

 A bill that would assist beginning farm-
ers in Ohio with a tax credit was signed 
into law last week by Gov. Mike DeWine.
 House Bill 95 received strong bi-par-
tisan support while pending in the legis-
lature and will “assist one generation of 
farmers to the next,” says Representative 
Susan Manchester, R- Waynesfi eld, a co-
sponsor of the bill.
 The bill allows an income tax credit for 
established farmers when they sell or rent 
agricultural assets to beginning farmers 
who complete a qualifi ed fi nancial manage-
ment course. The assets include farmland, 
livestock, buildings or equipment.
 It also requires the Ohio Department 

of Agriculture, and permits land grant state 
universities, to certify persons as beginning 
farmers and offers a tax credit for those 
farmers to attend an agricultural fi nancial 
management program.
 “Agriculture is the backbone of Ohio’s 
economy and with the average age of 
Ohio farmers at 58-years-old, we must do 
something to get the next generation to 
look at farming as a career choice,” Rep. 
Manchester said. “This legislation not only 
gives existing farmers a fi nancial reason to 
pass on their trade, but also keep agricul-
ture strong in the state.”
 Under the bill, the credit is limited to 
fi ve years and allows up to $10 million for 
the total amount of tax credits awarded for 
the life of the program.
 “Creating a pathway to assistance for 
these beginning farmers gives them a strong 

start, in an industry that requires signifi -
cant fi nancial resources. The National 
Young Farmers Coalition found through a 
2017 survey that land access is the num-
ber one challenge faced by young farm-
ers and ranchers. Increasing costs of land 
and competition due to increasing devel-
opment across Ohio, create prohibitive 
costs for many young farmers,” Rep. Mary 
Lightbody, a co-sponsor of the bill, said 
in her testimony to the Senate Ways and 
Means Committee.
 The bill has drawn support from 
the Ohio Cattlemen’s Association, Ohio 
Pork Council, Ohio Dairy Producers 
Association, Ohio Poultry Association, 
Ohio Sheep Improvement Association, 
Ohio Agribusiness Association, Ohio Farm 
Bureau Federation, Farmer Credit Services 
of Mid-America, Nationwide and AgCredit.

The enrollment in the Grassland 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) will 
be accepted through  May 13, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture has announced.

Grassland CRP provides an opportu-
nity for farmers, ranchers, and agricultural 
landowners to keep land in agricultural 
production and supplement their income 
while improving the soil and permanent 
grass cover.  The program had its highest 
enrollment in history in 2021.

It is a voluntary working lands pro-
gram. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) pro-
vides annual rental payments to landown-
ers to maintain and conserve grasslands 
while allowing producers to graze, hay, and 
produce seed on that land.  Maintaining the 
existing permanent cover provides several 
benefi ts, including reducing erosion, pro-
viding wildlife habitat and migration cor-

Glassland reserve program opens for enrollment
ridors, and capturing and maintaining car-
bon in the soil and cover. 

“Grassland CRP is an important work-
ing lands conservation tool that offers a 
win-win to both our country’s producers 
and the environment by supporting and en-
abling grazing activities, while at the same 
time promoting plant and animal biodiver-
sity and stemming rangeland conversion,” 
said FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. 
“We had a successful signup last year, and 
we look forward to broadening our base 
and working with new producers, particu-
larly our historically underserved produc-
ers, to ensure they can access the program 
and its many benefi ts.”   

FSA provides participants with annual 
rental payments and cost-share assistance. 
The annual rental rate varies by county 
with a national minimum rental rate of $13 

per acre for this signup. Contract duration 
is 10 or 15 years. 

In  addition to Grassland CRP, produc-
ers and landowners can also enroll acres 
in Continuous CRP under the ongoing 
sign up, which includes projects avail-
able through the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) and State 
Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).   

Landowners and producers interested 
in Grassland CRP should contact their lo-
cal USDA Service Center to learn more or 
to apply for the program before the  May 13 
deadline.

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of 
the largest voluntary private-lands conser-
vation programs in the United States. The 
program has expanded over the years and 
now supports a greater variety of conserva-
tion and wildlife benefi ts.
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