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When you talk about track and fi eld, 
you usually think about it as an individual 
sport. Many consider it as a team sport, too.

For the Genoa boys team, it took 
teamwork to win the Northern Buckeye 
Conference title, scoring 139 points to de-
feat runner-up Eastwood (132). 

“We talk about team culture a lot at the 
G,” said Genoa coach Luke Hodulik. “We 
do a questionnaire at the beginning of the 
season and ask the kids what they want the 
team identity to be. 

“So, they literally spell it out, and then 
they fulfi ll their own vision. We talk about 
effort, supporting your teammates, family 
atmosphere, and everyone counts. We go 
all-out, all the time — and everyone mat-
ters.”

Otsego (126) fi nished third, followed 
by Rossford (101), Elmwood (65½), Lake 
(47½), Woodmore (42) and Fostoria (8). 

In the process, the 4x200 relay team of 
juniors Ethan Wilson, Jacob Stahl, and Evan 
Hoeft and freshman Aidan Antry broke the 
school record with a time of 1:33.27, clear-
ing the previous record by over a second 
(1:34.3). However, they fi nished second be-

Comets team up to win conference title
hind a Rossford team (1:32.86).

The Comets did win three events. 
Genoa senior Derek Rightnowar won 
the 800-meter run in 2:07.19, defeating 
Eastwood senior David Russell by less than 
a second (2:08.84).

The 4x400 relay team of Rightnowar, 
Stahl, senior Ross Schlatter and sophomore 
Mike Lickert nipped an Eastwood team by 
less than a second, too. Lickert crossed the 
line in 3:35.4 while Eastwood sophomore 
Noah Smith crossed in 3:36.26. Smith was 
joined by Russell, junior Jake Limes and 
freshman Noah Haar.

In a four-way jump off, Wilson got his 
second league title in the high jump, clearing 
six feet and Genoa junior Aiden Hemmert 
fi nished second at fi ve feet, 10 inches.

Genoa’s championship, which was won 
by seconds and inches with everyone board, 
ended Eastwood’s streak of 19 consecutive 
league titles dating back to the Suburban 
Lakes League. For Hodulik, a Genoa alum-
nus, that was the biggest accomplishment.

“It is a monumental achievement. 
Not only ending the streak, but also win-
ning our fi rst conference championship in 
school history. Truly historic. It is surreal,” 
Hodulik said.

“I have a ton of respect for Eastwood 
track and fi eld. (Eastwood coaches) Brian 

and Nikki Sabo are great friends of mine 
and coaching mentors. We have certainly 
looked to incorporate some things that they 
do into our program.”

Hodulik said the coaching staff and 
team did its share of preparation, believing 
they had a chance to pull the upset off, only 
they will tell you it was no upset.

“In the weeks leading up to the meet, 
we showed the team where things stood as 
far as rankings in all the events,” Hodulik 
said. “We wanted the kids to believe that 
it was possible. I think that most of them 
did — but it’s always a bit of a leap of faith 
when you’re asking for something that has 
never been done before. We had to be close 
to perfect Saturday, and we were.

“We pulled this off because we have 
a group of kids who are talented and be-
lieved that they could do it. They trusted 
the coaches, put in the work, and made it 
happen. We wanted them to believe that 
anything is possible. Now, I think they do.”

Eastwood had one champion — sopho-
more Bryce Kopwroski-Kistner won the 
long jump with a leap of 21 feet, one-half 
inch. Lake junior Kaleb Rucker was second 
at 19-11½.

(Photos of Genoa track athletes by 
Innovations Portrait Studio/Innova-
tionsVisualImpact.com)

 

Ross Schlatter Sean Hoeft Derek Rightnowar

Owens, Dix, 
Buhro help 
Owens to title

The Owens Community College soft-
ball team won the NJCAA Region XII 
Division III championship after defeating 
Delta College, 11-2 and 10-2, in a best of 
three game format. 

During the second win over Delta, 
Eastwood sophomore second baseman/
shortstop Hannah Owens (Eastwood) was 
2-for-4 with three RBIs. In the fi rst win, 
Owens hit a double and walked, scoring 
once.

The team could have advanced to the 
eight team NJCAA D III National Title play-
off at Carrier Park in Syracuse, New York, 
but that will not happen. Owens became 
aware of an enrollment change for one of 
its softball student-athletes on May 18. The 
college says it immediately disclosed the 
student’s enrollment change to the NJCAA. 
The program was subsequently notifi ed 
Wednesday that as a result of this change, 
Owens is no longer eligible to participate in 
the national tournament.  

The last time Owens softball advanced 
to the National Tournament was 2011. The 
Express are 15-5 on the season.

Also playing for Owens are freshmen 
pitcher/infi elders Sydni Buhro (Woodmore) 
and Elizabeth Dix (Eastwood). 

Owens is batting .560 (28 for 50) with 
nine doubles, one home run, 23 RBIs, a 
.600 on-base percentage and .800 slugging 
percentage. Dix is batting .444 (12 for 27) 
with two doubles, two triples, eight RBIs, a 
.483 OBP and .667 slugging.

During a 29-6 win over Clark State this 
season, Owens was 3-for-5 with two RBIs 
and a walk, scoring four times and Dix 
was 2-for-3 with a triple and an RBI. Buhro 
pitched two innings in that game, strik-
ing out one and allowing no hits and two 
earned runs plus she had a hit in her only 
at-bat. In the circle, Buhro has appeared 
in four games and is 1-0 in 9.1 innings 
pitched. She has struck out seven, walked 
seven and allowed 11 hits and eight runs 
for a 6.00 ERA.

Owens swept top honors from the Ohio 
Community College Athletic Conference, 
led by Player of the Year Hayley Kanzig, 
co-Pitcher of the Year Autumn Brososky 
and Coach of the Year Chuck Brososky. 
Owens also had four student-athletes vot-
ed to the 2021 All-OCCAC Team, these 
include Brososky, pitcher/shortstop/right 
fi eld (Ida, Mich.); Kanzig, pitcher/fi rst 
base (Shelby):· Alexis Orner, shortstop and 
catcher (Springfi eld): and Valerie Swope, 
outfi elder (Rossford)

 “These players have put in a lot of 
hard work to get to this point and deserve 
their recognition. To be named Coach of 
the Year says a lot about the makeup of this 
team and how much fun they are to coach,” 
said Brososky.
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Oak Harbor swept the Sandusky Bay 
Conference Bay Division track champion-
ships at Tru Lay Stadium in Port Clinton.

Behind four league championship rac-
es won by Oak Harbor junior Isiah Miller, 
the boys team scored 176 points to outdis-
tance Huron (165) and Edison (127). Port 
Clinton and Margaretta tied for fourth with 
63 points and Willard scored 36.

The Oak Harbor girls scored 166 to de-
feat Margaretta (124), Edison (116), Huron 
(113), Willard (71) and PC (47).

For the boys, Miller won the 110-me-
ter hurdles in 15.32 seconds, defeating 
Edison senior Garrett Scott (15.83). Miller 
also won the 100-meter dash, fi nishing in 
11.17, and teammate, sophomore Hayden 
Buhro, was second in 11.34. Miller got this 
third win by taking the 300 meter hurdles 
in 39.51, defeating runner-up PC senior 
Kieran Mackey (40.42). Miller’s fourth title 
came in the 200-meter dash, fi nishing in 
22.76 and Buhro placed second (22.9).

Oak Harbor senior Eli Sherman won 
the 800 meter run in 2:00.86, defeating 
Huron junior Jacob Eck (2:01.02).

Oak Harbor senior Max Hallett-
Szymanski won the long jump, leaping 
19-2½ to defeat second place Edison ju-
nior Clay Byington (18-7½). Sophomore 
William Rahm won the pole vault, clear-
ing 11 feet to defeat Huron junior Quin 
Spitzley (10-6).

The Oak Harbor girls 4x100 relay team 
of seniors Paige Clune and Elayna Krupp, 

Oak Harbor boys, girls sweep SBC titles
junior Amelia Mizelle and sophomore Rylee 
McKitrick fi nished in a league record time of 
49.72, breaking an SBC mark set by a 2017 
Perkins squad (49.8). Margaretta (49.84) fi n-
ished second, over a second behind.

Mizelle went on to win the 300-me-
ter hurdles in 48.07, beating Edison junior 
Torri Keysor (49.24) by over a second. 

Oak Harbor senior Emma Zibbel won 
the high jump, clearing fi ve feet, two inches 
to down Huron sophomore Jaden Carey in 
a jump-off.

Oak Harbor senior Madison McKitrick 
leaped 17-¼ to win the long jump, over a 
half foot longer than Huron sophomore 
Jaden Carey (16-5¼). Senior Kaitlin Paul 
won the pole vault, clearing 9-6 to defeat 
second place Margaretta freshman Eden 
Palomo, who jumped nine feet.

In the SBC River Division, Gibsonburg 
girls scored 90 ½ points to fi nish third be-
hind champion Fremont St. Joseph (106) 
and Lakota (103). Old Fort (87) was fourth, 
followed by Hopewell-Loudon (81 ½), 
Sandusky St. Mary (67), Tiffi n Calvert (53) 
and Danbury (41).

In the SBC River boys, Gibsonburg 
scored 68 to fi nish behind H-L (166), Lakota 
(136) and St. Mary (96). Old Fort (58) was 
fi fth, followed by Danbury (43), New Riegel 
(31), Calvert (31) and St. Joseph (63).

Gibsonburg junior Austin Rodriguez 
won the high jump, clearing 6-1 to defeat 
Hopewell-Loudon freshman Evan Kreais 
(5-10) by three inches. 
 

Eli Sherman. (Photo by Laura Bolander)

Woodmore’s Beam takes two NBC top athlete awards

Woodmore senior Ava Beam (left), the Northern Buckeye Conference Athlete of the 
Year, running alongside freshman teammate Emma Hammer. (Photo by Julie Beam)

By J. Patrick Eaken
Press Sports Editor
sports@presspublications.com

Woodmore senior Ava Beam pulled 
double duty during the Northern Buckeye 
Conference awards ceremony, earning the 
league’s Athlete of the Meet Award and 
Athlete of the Year Award.

It is the result of years of hard work 
running every day.

“Her work ethic is incredible,” 
Woodmore track coach Jim McMahon said. 
“She shows up every day at practice and 
she gives everything she has in the work-
outs, the practice plan, the attention to 
detail — she is one of those athletes who 
shows up ready to work and as a coach, you 
love that. 

“It sets a good example for the other 
athletes on the team, and the distance 
group, they feed off her. She sets the stan-
dard, which is awesome,” McMahon con-
tinued.

As a team, the Wildcats fi nished as 
NBC runner-up, scoring 123½ points to 
fi nish behind Eastwood (183). Beam, who 
will run cross country and track next year 
at NCAA Division II University of Findlay, 
won three events at the league meet.

Beam won the 1600-meter run in 
5:23.66 and Woodmore freshman Emma 
Hammer (5:42.66) fi nished second.

In the 3200, Beam won by nearly a 
minute, crossing the fi nish line in 12:05.6, 
just over fi ve seconds behind the league re-
cord (12:00.36) set by Elmwood’s Makayla 
Mohre in 2015. 

Beam was joined by sophomores Olivia 
Vogelpohl and freshmen Caydie Buchanan 
and Emma Hammer on the 4x800 relay 
team that won in a league record time of 
9:50.47, breaking a 9:58.51 mark set by an 
Otsego team in 2014. 

Eastwood senior Jamie Lahey, sopho-
more Talia Baum and freshmen Avery 
Bowman and Amelia Ward crossed the line 
in second at 9:57.4, which would have also 
been a record.

“My team actually PR’d (personal re-
cord) by about 12 seconds, and Eastwood’s 
team really pushed us,” Beam said.

In the 800, Beam fi nished third in a 
tight race with Vogelpohl, who was the 
champion in 2:26, and Ward, who fi n-
ished second in 2:27.23. Beam followed in 
2:29.39.

“It was defi nitely a tough one in the 
800,” Beam said. “I think I was really fa-
tigued, and that was the fi rst time I ran in 
the heat so that was really challenging to 
run all four events in the heat.”

Before the NBC meet, Beam was unde-
feated in individual events during the regu-
lar season. At the Gibsonburg Invitational, 
she ran the 1600 in 5:16.16, an eight sec-
ond improvement from the previous meet 
record. Woodmore also won a team cham-
pionship at the Gibsonburg meet.

At the Port Clinton Invitational, she 
ran the 3200 in 11:26.66, bettering the meet 
record by 12 seconds and just two seconds 
off the school record. At the Oak Harbor 
Invitational, she ran a personal record 3200 
in 11:10.16, 11 seconds better than the pre-
vious meet record.

Her best ever time in the 1600 is 5:15.64 
and in the 800 is 2:23.87 and a 2:20.8 split 
in the 4x800. 

Beam says wrapping up her career will 
be hard to take, but she has a strong drive 
to get back to the state meet before it is all 

said and done.
“It is defi nitely bittersweet,” Beam 

said. “I am really excited to be running in 
college but it’s defi nitely going to be hard 
saying goodbye to Woodmore. I am a little 
sad about it.”

She has been running with her cross 
country teammates since they were fresh-
men, and it will be tough for her to see that 
end, also.

“They have just been a super special 
group, especially this year. We are super 
close, and we all push each other to be our 
best, so it is going to be really hard saying 
goodbye to them,” Beam said.

Beam said this whole season has been 
special just because she learned last year 
how attached she is to competition on the 
track.

“I think it was really special after com-
ing back from not having a season last year. 
It has just really taught me how to appre-
ciate the moment and not take everything 
for granted. I think that really helped my 
mindset and helped me be successful this 
year,” Beam said.

Beam was not Woodmore’s only NBC 
champion — freshman Azure Travis won 
the 100-meter hurdles in 16.2 seconds, just 
off Katelyn Meyer’s record of 15.59 she set 
running for Eastwood in 2017. Finishing 
second was Eastwood junior Aubrey Haas 
(16.54).

In addition, the Woodmore 4x200 me-
ter relay team of Travis, senior Makenna 
Book and sophomores Rahzia Rios and 
Vogelpohl won in 1:50.8, nipping a 
Rossford team (1:51.91).

Vogelpohl also won the 800-meter 
run in 2:26, beating second place Ward 
(2:27.23) by over a second. 
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Clearing new heights — that is what Julie Sabo does

Vaulter Julie Sabo clears the bar. (Photo by Danielle DeFalco)
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Like grandfather, like father and now 
like daughter — that is how it is in the Sabo 
family.

Eastwood sophomore Julie Sabo was 
named Northern Buckeye Conference Field 
Event Athlete of the Meet after winning the 
pole vault. She did it by shattering a seven-
year-old record, but the league’s award took 
her by surprise.

“It was neat. I was not expecting to get 
it honestly, and just hearing my name was 
kind of shocking. It was a good feeling to 
have,” Sabo said.

Sabo won the pole vault by clearing a 
meet record 11 feet, which was one-half foot 
past the previous mark set by Eastwood’s 
Elise Wolf (10-6) in 2014.

Sabo’s late maternal grandfather was 
a pole vaulter and track coach, and her 
father, Eastwood boys coach Brian Sabo, 
vaulted for Bowling Green State University. 

“I like the event because my grandfa-
ther vaulted and so did my dad and it is fun 
and really exciting to watch, and I am just 
glad to be a part of that event. In sixth grade 
I started, but (Eastwood vaulting) coach 
(Ethan) Downey got me started in vaulting 
at fi rst. They both have been coaching me 
since middle school to now,” Julie said.

Watching Sabo, or other top vaulters, 
going airborne to clear the bar looks almost 
heroic.

“Actually, it’s not scary — not really 
for me, at least,” Sabo said. “It is kind of 
exciting — you do not realize how high 
you are even though it looks really high. It 
takes a lot of hard work and dedication. It 
is a learning process every day. You keep 
learning with your jumps and stuff like that 
— there is defi nitely always something. 
Actually, this season I broke a pole during 
practice and that was something to get back 
at, but it was not a huge downfall.”

Julie began enjoying athletics of all 
kinds at a young age, says her mother Julie, 
the Eastwood girls track coach.

“She was put in gymnastics when she 
was like two or three and she just really en-
joyed the sport, and I think that helped her. 

With training and competition, obviously 
Brian can give her input and his knowl-
edge, not only from competing himself, but 
his knowledge from all his years as far as 
helping with technique and when to move 
through the pole and stuff like that,” Nicole 

said.
“Those are aspects I have no clue about 

it. Maybe we talk about it at dinner and 
stuff like that, which is kind of fun because 
they can share that father-daughter bond.”

Julie also ran the third leg of the 4x100 

meter relay team that won an NBC cham-
pionship, fi nishing in 52.19 and defeat-
ing an Elmwood team (52.97) by less than 
one second. She was joined by sophomore 
Emma Downs and freshmen Saylor King 
and Reilly Might.

Eastwood won the NBC meet, scor-
ing 183 points to defeat second place 
Woodmore (123½). Elmwood (83½) was 
third, followed by Genoa (74½), Lake (63½), 
Rossford (53), Otsego (42) and Fostoria (33).

In other fi eld events, Eastwood junior 
Ava Kiefer won the shot put with a toss of 
39-1½, beating Lake senior Hayley St. John 
(34-8). Eastwood junior Mikayla Hoelter 
won the long jump, leaping 15-10¼ to nip 
second place Genoa senior Sara Partin (15-
7¾).

Eastwood junior Aubrey Haas won the 
300-meter hurdles in 48.71, less than a sec-
ond off the meet record set by Eastwood’s 
Shelby Getz (47.77) in 2019. Partin was sec-
ond in 51.09.

Hoelter, Haas, junior Haley Stevenson 
and freshman Amelia Ward won the 4x400 
in 4:15.75, nipping by less than a second 
the Woodmore team of sophomores Rahzia 
Rios and Olivia Vogelpohl and freshmen 
Caydie Buchanan and Azure Travis.

Nicole Sabo said the challenge from 
Woodmore and Genoa was expected. She 
says that is a good thing because Eastwood 
has now won 20 straight league champion-
ships. In her 12 years as coach, her teams 
were 85-8 coming into the season and 63-1 
in conference dual meets.

“The competition in the NBC is get-
ting better each year as each team is getting 
more numbers out for their teams,” coach 
Sabo said. “There are many competitive 
and athletic athletes on all the teams, and 
this gives better competition in the dual 
meets and defi nitely in the conference 
meet. In 2019 many NBC athletes qualifi ed 
for the regional and state meets.”

Julie added, “I know that we all just 
wanted to keep it going. We all work at it 
so hard, and the captains just kept push-
ing us and we all kept pushing each other. 
Just wanting to keep going with that tradi-
tion is an awesome feeling and for us, hav-
ing hearing our names called, was just an 
amazing feeling.
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Lake senior Hayley St. John is going to 
play basketball next year at NAIA Lourdes 
University, where she will major in psy-
chology.

However, with the Lourdes coaching 
staff’s blessing, she is running track this 
spring. She is having a hard time realizing 
her prep sports careers are coming to an 
end. She is a standout soccer player as well.

“I am really trying to soak it up because 
we did not have a track season last year. 
Some of the people on the team were already 
my good friends so it is already bittersweet,” 
St. John said. “It is kind of crazy. It does not 
seem real. It is really kind of hitting me now.

“He (Lourdes basketball coach John 
Kenger) always says track is fi rst for now. 
They always have open gyms, but I practice 
(track) every day. He would rather that I go 
to track obviously. There are some open 
gyms on Wednesdays, but it interferes with 
track, so I have not really gone too much, 
but during the summer I am going to be go-
ing to all the open gyms.”

St. John’s shot put toss of 35 feet, 11¾ 
inches this season is good enough for a 
school record, breaking Lauren Ozuk’s mark 
of 35-5 set in 2014. At the Northern Buckeye 
Conference meet, her toss of 34-8 was good 
for second place behind Eastwood junior 
Ava Kiefer (39-1½). It is the second time St. 
John has gotten accolades, earning honor-
able mention all-league as a sophomore. 

Lake coach Jason Schober says St. 
John has shown “continual improvement” 
throughout her prep career. He believes 
St. John could play more than one sport at 
Lourdes if she wanted to.

“I’m sure she could throw there as 
well. We have a lot of young athletes who 
could go run at the next level if that is what 
they choose to do,” Schober said.

St. John is throwing the discus over 
100 feet but fi nished fi fth at the NBC meet 
with a toss of 100-1 behind Elmwood soph-
omore Anna Barber (125 feet), Eastwood 
senior Hannah Friend (121), Genoa junior 
Hannah Bradfi eld (113-9), and Fostoria 
freshman Karma Williams (107).

St. John gives throwing one fi nal hurrah

Getting the two techniques down, 
which vary for both throws, can be a chal-
lenge. Fortunately for St. John, she has 
throwing coach Josh Andrews working 
with her.

“The form is different but when you 
wind up it is actually the same,” St. John 
said. “You can do a full spin, which is what 
I do for discus, and then for shot put I do 
a half spin, but obviously the ball and the 
discus are very different, so you have to re-
ally get used to both of them.”

The throwing events have always been 
something she loves.

“I started doing it since I was in sev-
enth grade and ever since then I’ve really 
enjoyed it. This year was my fi rst year try-
ing high jump and I have to think I’m pretty 
good at it for my fi rst year,” St. John said.

In the high jump, St. John and another 
senior, Jenna Muetze, are tied for the team 
best at 4-8, which would have placed them 

in the top three at the NBC meet, but St. 
John scratched on her fi rst attempt and did 
not continue. Muetze cleared 4-4, placing 
eighth at the league meet.

“Senior Jenna Muetze joined the team 
as a senior this season to help out with pole 
vault and has become very good at high 
jump very fast,” Schober said.

Schober says having St. John put in 
one more season has been a blessing for his 
team.

“She has the most points in meets this 
year for our ladies and guys teams, which is 
very impressive only doing three events all 
year,” Schober said. “She is a captain and 
has had a great attitude this year and has 
been a great leader for a girls team that is 7-2 
in dual and tri-meets this year and besides 
the Oak Harbor Invite has fi nished in the top 
half of every invitational we have went to 
this year, with a best fi nish of third out of 16 
at Lakota and third of out nine at Otsego.”

Lake 
senior 
thrower 
Hayley 
St. John. 
(Photo by 
Heather 
Rettig)

Henneman earns award
Lourdes University’s men’s wres-

tling team was named a 2021 Scholar All-
America Team and three Gray Wolf wres-
tlers, including Nick Henneman (Clay) 
were named Scholar All-Americans by the 
National Wrestling Coaches Association.
 The Gray Wolves ranked 11th as a team 
among all NAIA programs with a 3.219 
team grade point average to earn a spot 
on the team top-15 list. The other Lourdes 
awards went to Jimmy Balazy (Parma Padua 
Franciscan) and Blake Montrie (Bedford, 
Mich.). The Lourdes trio were among the 
62 wrestlers nationwide to earn the indi-
vidual honors.

Led by a fi fth-place fi nish from repeat 
national qualifi er Henneman at 141 pounds, 
Lourdes fi nished in a 16th place as a team 
at the NAIA National Championships this 
year.. 

Nick Henneman (courtesy LU Athletics)

• Shirts • Hats • Sweats • Nylon Jackets • Bags

• Scarfs • Mittens • Pants • Shorts • Socks

Woodmore Genoa

Varsity Jackets

Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Closed Sat. & Sun.

329 RICE STREET

(across from Post Office)

ELMORE

419-862-3891

Clearance

30% Off!

HELP WANTED
Screen Printer - We’ll Train
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Transition deadline is Wednesdays a noon. You may email us at Transition deadline is Wednesdays a noon. You may email us at 
classi  ed@presspublications.com or call 419-836-2221.classi  ed@presspublications.com or call 419-836-2221.

TransitionsTransitions

Elizabeth CowellElizabeth Cowell
LaLake ke High SchoolHigh School

Class of 2021Class of 2021

Congratulations!Congratulations!

Love from all 
your family! 

Caitlin O’SheaCaitlin O’Shea
B.A. Environmental StudiesB.A. Environmental Studies

The University of The University of 
ToledoToledo

Magna Cum LaudeMagna Cum Laude

Congratulations!Congratulations!

With Love, 
Your very proud family!

Duncan VailDuncan Vail
Graduated from Graduated from 

OwensOwens
with honors inwith honors in 

Solar EngineeringSolar Engineering

Congratulations!Congratulations!

You did it! 
We are so proud of you! 

Love, 
Gram & Jack Miller

Eric KutchenriterEric Kutchenriter
B.S. Criminal Justice,B.S. Criminal Justice, 

Cum LaudeCum Laude
The University of The University of 

ToledoToledo
Certi  ed Personal Trainer & Certi  ed Personal Trainer & 

Nutrition Coach , from the National Nutrition Coach , from the National 
Academy of Sports MedicineAcademy of Sports Medicine

Congratulations!Congratulations!

Love, your proud parents

Charlie Marks
10/27/1949 - 5/27/2019

In Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory

There isn’t a day that goes by that I 
don’t miss you. I love you more Dad. 

Love, Tanya

Run a Graduation Ad 
in color for just $25!

Size: 2.38x3Size: 2.38x3" " 
Runs: June 7thRuns: June 7th

Deadline: Tues. June 1stDeadline: Tues. June 1st

For larger ads, call us For larger ads, call us 
about running in our about running in our 

transitions.transitions.
419-836-2221419-836-2221

classified@classified@
presspublications.compresspublications.com

By J. Patrick Eaken
Press Sports Editor
sports@presspublications.com

Although he is trying to build a bal-
anced team, Lake track coach Jason Schober 
says his sprinters are his team’s strength.

Lake got a league championship from 
junior Ava Ayers, who won the 400-meter 
dash in 1:01.36, nipping Woodmore sopho-
more Rahzia Rios (1:02.42). Schober says 
Ayers and classmate Olivia Hayward have 
set a new standard at Lake.

“They have already helped the pro-
gram out so much. They were both part of 
the 4x200 that went to state their freshman 
year. Ayers was voted a captain as a junior. 
They would both do anything you ask them 
to do,’ Schober said.

As freshmen state qualifi ers, Ayers and 
Hayward were fi rst team all-league in the 
4x100 relay and fi rst team all-league and 
all-district as part of the school record-
setting 4x200 relay (1:45.49), and Ayers 
was honorable mention all-league in the 
400-meter run. 

Other top athletes contributing this year 
are senior Faith Wright, junior Izzy Greene 
and sophomores Lindsey Darr, Haden 
Schroyer, Elise Staczek and Emily Darr.

“Izzy Greene and Haden Schroyer 
are turning our distance program into 
a strength. They both work very hard,” 
Schober said.

“So far it seems everyone is buying in 
and improving from when we fi rst started. 
Taking a year off hurt everyone, but the 
kids are working very hard. We have a lot 
of freshmen and sophomores that we are 
seeing for the fi rst time. Emily and Linsdey 
Darr, Elise Staczek, Haden Shroyer, Onna 
Rayford, Elena Longoria, and Mikayla 
Dixon have all been working hard and mak-
ing contributions.”

At this year’s NBC meet, the Flyers 
fi nished fi fth, scoring 62½ points. Schober 
knew that fi nishing in the upper division 
“would be as tough as ever.”

“Our goal is to fi nish towards the top 
every year. We were disappointed with our 
fourth place fi nish the last season we had, 
so we would have loved to improve on that. 

Ayers leads Lake sprinters
There are a lot of great teams in our league, 
so our league meet is tough each year,” 
Schober said.

Schober said not having a season in 
2020 meant that getting his athletes accli-
mated was a challenge from the beginning.

“We essentially have two freshman 
classes. Everything was a fi rst for over half 
of our team,” Schober said. “We had a lot 
of experience back in the 4x1 and 4x2. We 
lost some experience in the 4x4 and 4x8 so 
we wanted to see if some younger girls can 
step up. Our 4x1 or 4x2 relays have had a 
lot of success the last few years and I would 
like to see that continue as well as the oth-
ers getting better and better.” 

For Schober, this is his seventh year 
heading up the program and his teams are 
33-11 in dual and tri-meets, winning 13 
team trophies, including seven champion-
ships coming into the season. 

The 2019 girls team was fi fth at the 
Lakota Invite out of 18 teams, third at Clyde 
out of eight teams, fi rst at Gibsonburg out of 
15 teams, third at Otsego out of eight teams, 
fi fth at Oak Harbor out of eight teams, 
fourth at the NBC Meet, and ninth at the 
district meet out of 17 teams. 

Schober was an assistant coach at 
Woodmore for four years and at Lake three 
years before taking the helm. He says there 
are plenty of reasons why he coaches. He 
lists the reasons he loves coaching as “rela-
tionships that have been developed with the 
kids and coaches, invite championships, 
and having the opportunity to coach at the 
state track meet the past three seasons.”

Schober continued, “The 2017 team 
was one-half point away from fi nishing 
the regular season perfect. They won every 
Tuesday meet and every invite we went to 
except one, which we lost by a half point. 
Going to state with our 4x200 team the last 
season we had. They broke the school re-
cord in Jesse Owens Stadium.

“I have a great staff that puts in a lot of 
time and effort. Our parents and commu-
nity are very supportive. Most importantly 
it is a great group of kids that work hard. I 
think we all want and expect to build on 
the success we have established over the 
past few years.”

Ava Ayers. (Photo by Heather Rettig)

Check us out on Facebook
at The Press Newspapers
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A/C $9
First Energy Mail In Rebate -$50

Final Price after Rebate  $49

Services Include
• Free Estimate on Replacements • Air Conditioning
• Heating • Hydronics  • Water Heaters • Boilers and Treatment
• Duct Cleaning • Preventive Maintenance • Service Repairs

Heating & Air Conditioning
5523 Woodville Rd., Northwood  
419-693-3220 • 866-374-5050 Toll Free

531 Lime Rd., Woodville • 419-849-2001
2011 E. State Rd., Port Clinton •  419-960-4328

Parts
Department

Licensed Contractor in:
• Heating   • Hydronics

• Air Conditiong   • Plumbing

$99.00 Air Conditioner
Clean & Service

A/C $9
First Energy Mail In Rebate -$50

Final Price after Rebate  $49

125 West Main Street (Route 20)
• Woodville •

One Trusted Office for All Your Dental Needs
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Trusted, Comfortable & Caring Dentistry

Appointments Before & After Work or School!

419-849-2641 
WoodvilleDentalCare.com

New
PatientsWelcome!

 *Subject to credit approval.  

Minimum monthly payment required.  

See CareCreditSM provider for details. 

OREGON INSURANCE AGENCY
“Your Local Agency”

3458 Navarre 
Oregon 419-697-3955

www.OregonInsurance.Agency
Rod Gyurke

of our readers 
frequently buy products 

The Press.
Call today to place your ad.

419-836-2221

*Source: 2019 CVC Audit Report

Eastwood softball coach Joe Wyant sends Sam Sibbersen around third base to score 
in a league contest at home. (Press photo by Lee Welch/FamilyPhotoGroup.com)

By J. Patrick Eaken
Press Sports Editor
sports@presspublications.com

Eastwood softball coach Joe Wyant was 
hoping that his team could fi nish in the 
upper division of the Northern Buckeye 
Conference. 

Mission accomplished. However, a 
tournament run has proven that Eastwood 
softball is getting back to where it once 
was, so look out for next year.

This was a team that Wyant said had 
“attitude, desire and worked hard to get bet-
ter,” and they proved that in their Division 
III district fi nal at Rolf Park in Maumee 
Thursday.

The Eagles fi nished 21-8 overall and 
10-4 in the league, reaching the district fi -
nals only to fall to NBC champion Otsego, 
which is ranked ninth in the state, 2-1.

In league games, Otsego had beaten 
Eastwood 11-1 and 12-1. In the top of the 
seventh of the district fi nal, down by one 
run, sophomore Delaney Menard deliv-
er3ed a two-out double through the left-
center fi eld gap to the fence, so the Knights 
intentionally walked Eastwood’s best hit-
ter, freshman Lilly Escobedo.

However, the two were stranded when 
Otsego pitcher Lexi North got the fi nal bat-
ter to pop up to fi rst baseman Evelyn Rider.

Eastwood actually outhit Otsego 8-6, 
and the Eagle’s freshman pitcher, Cassie 
Kieper, struck out four and walked only one. 

“Cassie did a great job pitching and 
kept them off balance,” Wyant said. 

Maynard was 2-for-4, Escobedo and 
sophomore Grace Kingery were both 
2-for-3, and junior Kaitlyn Luidhardt and 
sophomore Jessica Smith both had base 
hits. In four of seven innings, Eastwood 
had put runners in scoring position, but 
they stranded seven. The fi rst thing Wyant 
said to his girls once the game ended was, 
“Great job girls.”

“The fi rst two times we did not play 
them very well, but this time we played 
very well,” Wyant said. “We fought hard, 
we had chances, we got a player in scoring 
position, but we just did not get a key hit or 
a clutch two-out hit with someone on. That 

Eagles take their lumps, then miss regional by one run

is what happens in close games.”
The last year Eastwood had a season, 

two years ago, they went 27-2. However, 
only two players, Luidhardt and senior 
Jaylee Souder, returned from that team with 
any signifi cant varsity experience. Souder 
was a second team All-NBC designated hit-
ter as a sophomore.

The 2021 season saw a 63-game con-
ference winning streak ended by Elmwood. 
Even though Eastwood’s dominance of the 

league was over, no one is displeased about 
the season’s outcome. Two girls had to be 
scratched in the tournament game because 
of injuries, adding to the frustration.

“I think this has been a great season for 
us. After a year off, we had no idea where 
we would be at,” Wyant said. “The girls 
did a great job. They kept their heads up, 
they worked hard at it. We only had two 
seniors and two juniors on the team, and 
we had two freshmen and four sophomores 

all year, so we feel pretty good with the re-
cord that we have. We’re a young team so 
we were defi nitely getting better as the sea-
son went on.”

Wyant said in the league he had con-
sidered Otsego and Elmwood to be the top 
tier and Eastwood and Lake to be the sec-
ond tier. Eastwood defeated Lake, 2-1, in a 
district semifi nal at Rolf Park on Monday, 
and also got the Flyers 6-3 and 12-6 during 
the regular season.

Loaded with a solid curveball, Kieper 
has been Wyant’s ace in the circle. She fi n-
ished the season 21-7 with 218 strikeouts, 
47 walks, and allowed 176 hits and 79 
earned runs in 167.2 innings for a 3.38 ERA. 

Wyant says he has “some big hitters” 
and that is an understatement. At the plate, 
eight hitters have batting averages over .300, 
three over .400 and one over .500, although 
two were over .500 just a couple weeks 
back. Escobedo leads the way batting .576 
(55 for 95) with 14 doubles, one triple, two 
home runs, four stolen bases and 37 RBIs.

Maynard is hitting .524 with (56 for 
107) with 10 doubles, 11 triples, seven home 
runs, fi ve SB, 39 and RBIs. Luidhardt is bat-
ting .441 (46 for 106) with eight doubles, 
one triple, four home runs, seven SB and 37 
RBIs. Souder is batting .410 (41 for 100) with 
one double, one triple, 11 SB and 19 RBIs.

Sophomore Katie Oestrich is batting 
.438 (21 for 48) with seven SB and eight 
RBIs. Sopohomore Jessyca Smith (31 for 92) 
is hitting .337 with four doubles, a triple, a 
home run, nine SB and 20 RBIs. Junior Sam 
Sibbersen is batting .318 (27 for 85) with 
two doubles and 25 RBIs. Sophomore Grace 
Kingery is hitting .309 (25 for 81) with four 
doubles, one triple, four SB and 13 RBIs.

For a team that did not win the NBC, 
they defeated some top-notch programs.

“We beat a really good Clyde team 
(10-2), and that is probably one of our bet-
ter wins, and we beat Sylvania Northview 
(14-6), which is a pretty good team, at 
Eastwood. We beat a good Evergreen team 
— but we split with them (10-9 win and 
12-6 loss), but Kieper just pitched one game 
against their best pitcher, and they have a 
nice team. Our losses are all to really good 
teams — we have not lost to a bad team.”
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Find your favorite

athlete on the web...

Find your favorite

athlete on the web...

Press photos byPress photos by
Ken Grosjean..................PressPublications.com

Harold Hamilton....HEHphotos.Smugmug.com

Lacie Hayek.............Facebook.com/Lacie Hayek

Russ Lytle...........Facebook.com/Russ Lytle/RHP

Don Thompson..........Facebook.com/DNRsport

Doug Karns..............DougKarns.smugmug.com

John Pollock...................Pollock.Smugmug.com

Laura Bolander..............PressPublications.com

Jeff Holcomb...................PressPublications.com

Innovations.......InnovationsVisualImpact.com

Scott Grau.......................PressPublications.com

Lee Welch.....................FamilyPhotoGroup.com

Send a special salute
to your 2021 graduate!

(Sample image above is size of actual ad)

Deadline - Tuesday, June 1st
Published - June 7th

Runs in Metro and Suburban Press

$25.00 (2.3”x3” color ad)
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Metro • Suburban • Explore

Since 1972

Box 169,1550 Woodville Rd. Millbury, OH 43447

Love! Your family

Amy - So proud of you and 
who you have become!  

OLD FORT HIGH SCHOOL  2021

By Brian Liskai
Special to The Press
Liskai2x@roadrunner.com

 Gibsonburg High School graduate 
Stuart Brubaker, who grew up near Helena, 
admits he got a little complacent while 
leading the 410 feature at Attica Raceway 
Park Friday, May 14 for the Eric Phillips 
33rd Anniversary Classic. 
 That allowed Chris Andrews to 
close lap after lap. Late in the race when 
Andrews showed Brubaker his nose, the 
track’s 2018 champion got back up on the 
wheel and Brubaker drove to the victory on 
American Powersports/The Adkins Group/
Smith Paving Night Presented by Integrity 
Auto and Truck Sales.
 The win was Brubaker’s ninth career 
win in the Callie’s Performance Products 
410 Sprints. It also boosts Brubaker’s stand-
ing in the Kistler Racing Products/All Pro 
Aluminum Cylinder Heads Attica Fremont 
Championship 410 Series Presented by 
the Baumann Auto Group and was worth 
$4,000.
 “I started backing my corners up a little 
bit…you know I’m getting a little older and 
my shoulders get tired. He (Andrews) stuck 
his nose in there and I was like, ‘Oh shoot 
I have to pick it back up.’ I kept missing 
it down here off two and I’d hit that hole 
and run underneath it and I could only get 
about half or three quarter throttle down 
the back stretch. When we hit it right we 
can get wide open so I knew we were fi ne,” 
Brubaker said.
 “This is so awesome. These guys have 
been working their tails off…thank you 
Donny, Zach, Benji, Tyler…he can’t be here 
tonight…my girlfriend isn’t here and my 
daughter…everybody has been busting their 
butts on this family owned team to get it to 
where we are at tonight,” added Brubaker 
beside his Edward Jones, Tri County Tarp, 
Dave Story Equipment, Kyle Daugherty 
Century 21, Bolte Real Estate, Randy Beeker 
Excavating, SRM Construction, KS Sales 
& Service, Speedways Bar & Grill, Handy 
Grafi x, Gressman Powersports, Schaeffer’s 
Oil, Phillips Electric, Hoffbauer Disposal 
Services, Finish Line Race Fuels backed 
machine.

Gibsonburg’s Stuart Brubaker earns AFCS win at Attica

Stuart Brubaker celebrates in victory lane. (Photo by Rick Sherer)

 At the drop of the green for the 30-lap 
Callie’s Performance Products 410 Sprint 
A-main, pole-sitter Brubaker jumped into 
the lead over Duane Zablocki, Brandon 
Spithaler, Cole Macedo, Chris Andrews, 
Nate Dussel and Caleb Griffi th. Brubaker 
quickly pulled away to a nearly three second 
lead by lap six with Spithaler and Macedo 
moving into second and third respectively.
 A caution on lap 11 wiped out 

Brubaker’s big lead and another a lap later 
kept the fi eld close. Brubaker executed per-
fect restarts and drove away as Spithaler 
and Andrews battled for second with 
Andrews gaining the spot on lap 14. With 
six laps to go, Andrews began closing on 
Brubaker, chopping a tenth of a second off 
lap after lap.
 With a hand full of laps remaining 
Andrews showed Brubaker his nose which 

prompted the leader to sit up and drive 
which he did to take the win over Andrews, 
Spithaler, DJ Foos and Macedo.
 Mansfi eld’s Matt Irey, Attica’s 2016 
late model track champion, survived a tan-
gle with a lapped car coming to the check-
ers to claim his second win of the season 
in the Propane.com/Dirt Nerd’s Podcast 
UMP Late Models. It was his seventh career 
win at Attica and moved him to within six 
markers of Ryan Markham for the lead in 
the track’s points.
 “Nothing against the guys that are out 
there racing….just hold your line. That’s all 
we ask…the faster cars just want you to hold 
your line. Then it doesn’t nearly cost you a 
race like that. We had a really, really good 
race car. Started seventh and before I knew 
it I was up to second and I was like ‘Oh man, 
we got something.’ I can’t thank everyone 
enough…Brent at Accu-Force, Robin, Rod 
Eddleblute’s Garage, my mom, my dad, my 
wife, Justin, Chris who is at home…he gets 
the tires ready for us…all my sponsors,” said 
Irey of his Dalton Garage Door, Nugen Led 
Lights, Artizian Concrete, RL Bond Septic, 
Specialty Tree Service, Kilgore & Harring 
CPA, Shagalees backed No. 36.
 After opening the season with three 
straight wins in the Fremont Fence 305 
Sprints, fi ve time Attica division cham-
pion Paul Weaver went through some bad 
luck, including a blown engine a couple 
of weeks ago. The Fremont driver took the 
lead new division track record holder Jamie 
Miller with just seven laps to go and went 
on to score his 60th career victory in the 
division. It was also a great points night in 
the NAPA of Bryan AFCS 305 Sprint Series 
Presented by Jason Dietsch Trailer Sales.
 “We kind of fi gured they were doing 
something to get the track really good for the 
outlaws next week so we didn’t want to over 
tighten it.it was just maneuverable. This was 
the second race on this motor…it was Chase 
Dunham’s motor that Bob Hampshire…
thank God he let me borrow it…he was 
keeping it for Creed (Kemenah, his grand-
son) for the end of this year possibly. It’s 
mine now. I have to thank Bob Hampshire, 
Daniel for being there, B&B Drain, Pam and 
Steve Brown, M&L Excavating and everyone 
that helps,” said Weaver.
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DICK’S 
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Get a FREE Keypad 
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Door Opener!!
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Spring Savings on Springs!
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Double Springs 
$250!

Single Spring 
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KELLER CHEVROLET
1071 E. Madison St. (Rt. 600), Gibsonburg

419-637-2111 • www.KellerChev.comBefore You Buy, See Us!

1.Excludes select base trims and 2020/2021 Bolt EV, Camaro, Corvette, Spark, Sonic, Impala Tahoe, Suburban, 

Take new retail delivery by 6/1/2021.
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